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BOOK II.
PREFACE.
THE former Book, (being the first of the whole), contains th« affairs of Egypt; among which are related what is fabulously reported of the gods of Egypt, and what strange and wonderful accounts are given of the nature of the Nile, and other things concerning that riyer. ' We have spoken there likewise of the land of Egypt, their antient kings, and their several actions;, and have added the building of the pyramids, reckoned amongst the seven wonders of the world. We have likewise set forth their laws and courts of justice, and the strange adoration of beasts in Egypt. Lastly, the manner of their burials; and the Greeks that were famous for learning, and travelled into Egypt, and brought over from thence many useful and profitable arts and sciences into Greece. In this next Book we shall describe the things done in Asia in antient times, beginning with the Assyrian empire.
CHAP. I.
Ninus the first King of Assyria; his acts; he invades Baby​lonia, Media, and overruns several other countries. Nineveh built by him; the description of it; mairies Semiramis; her descent, Derceto, the Philistine's Dagon. His expedition against Bactria; he dies. Semiramis builds Babylon, and se​veral strange works there; as q passage under water, Jupi​ter's temple, fyc. Hanging gardens in Baltylon. A vast stone cut out. The strange property of a morass. Her several ex​peditions. Tlie wonderful lake in Ethiopia; their burials there. Semiramis1 s expedition into India. Her mock ele​phants. Her expedition proves fruitless* She surrenders her kingdom to Ninyas her son; her end.
ASIA was antiently governed by its own native kings, of whom there is no history extant, either as to any memorable actions they performed, or to much as to their name*.
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Ninas* is the first king of Assyria that is recorded in history; he performed many great and noble actions; of whom we hare designed to set forth something particularly.
He was naturally of a warlike disposition, and very ambitious of honour and glory, and therefore caused the strongest of his young men to be trained up in martial discipline, and by long and continual exercise inured them readily to undergo all the toils and hazards of war.
Having therefore raised a gallant army, he made a league with Arieus king of Arabia, that was at that time full of strong and vali​ant men. For that nation are constant lovers of liberty, never upon any terms admitting of any foreign prince: and therefore neither the Persian, nor the Macedonian kings after them, (though they were most powerful in arms), were ever able to conquer them. For Arabia being partly desert, and partly parched up for want of water, (unless it be in.some secret wells and pits known only to the inhabitants), cannot be subdued by any foreign force.
Ninus therefore, the Assyrian king, with the prince of Arabia, his assistant, with a numerous army, invaded the Babylonians then next bordering upon him i for the Babylon that is now, was not built at that time j but the province of Babylon had in it then many other considerable cities, whose Inhabitants he easily subdued, (being rude and unexpert in matters of war), and imposed upon them a yearly tribute; but carried away the king with all his children prisoners, and soon after put them to death. Afterwards he entered Armenia with a great army, and having overthrown some cities, he struck ter​ror into the rest, and thereupon their king Barzanes, seeing himself unable to deal with him, met him with many rich presents, and sub​mitted himself; whom Ninus, out of his generous disposition, cour​teously received, and gave him the kingdom of Armenia, upon con​dition he should be his friend for the future, and supply him with men and provision for his wars, as he should have occasion.
Being thus strengthened, he invaded Media, whose king Pharnus coming out against him with a mighty army, was utterly routed, and lost most of his men, and was taken prisoner with his wife and seven children, and afterwards crucified.
Ninus being thus successful and prosperous, his ambition rose the higher, and his desire most ardent to conquer all in Asia, which lay between Tanais and the.Nile; (so far does prosperity and success in getting much, inflame the desire to gr.in and compass more).    In.
• Ninut, Ann. Man. 2757. U»her'i Ann. Time of Deborah; but generally Cbr*. nclogcn mate liim far more anlient, Ann. Mun. 2000, Aut. Cbr. li'jO, about the tint* of Abrahani'a birth.
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order hereunto, he made one of his friends governor of the province of Media, and he himself in the mean time marched against the other provinces of Asia, and subdued them all in seventeen years time, ex​cept the Indians and Bactrians. But no writer has given any ac​count of the several battles he fought, nor of the number of those nations he conquered; and therefore following Ctesias the Cnidian, we shall only briefly run over the mo9t famous and considerable countries. He over-ran all the countries bordering upon the sea, together with the adjoining continent, as Egypt and Phoenicia, Ccelosyria, Cilicia, Pamphylia, Lycia, Caria, Phrygia, Mysia and Lydia; the province of Troas and Phrygia upon the Hellespont; to​gether with Propont*i9, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and the barbarous nations adjoining upon Pontus, as for as to Tanais; he gained like​wise the country of the Cadusians, Tarpyrians, Hyrcanians, Da-cians, Derbians, Carmanians, Coroneans, Borchanians, and Par​thian?. He pierced likewise into Persia, the provinces of Susiana, and that called Caspiana, through those narrow straits, which, from thence are called the Caspian gates. He subdued likewise many other less considerable nations, which would be too tedious here to re​count. After much toil and labour in vain, because of the difficulty of the passes, and the multitude of those warlike inhabitants, he was forced to put off his war against the Bactrians to another opportunity.
Having marched back with his army into Syria, he marked out a place for the building of a stately city: for, inasmuch as he had sur​passed all his ancestors in the glory and success of his arms, he was resolved to build one of that state and grandeur, as should not only be the greatest then in the world, but such as none that ever should come after him, should he able easily to exceed.
The king of Arabia, he sent back with his army into his own country, with many rich spoils, and noble gifts. And he himself having got a great number of his forces together, and provided money and treasure, and other things necessary for the purpose, built a city near the river Euphrates, very famous for its walls and fortifications; of a long form; for on both sides it ran out in length -above an hundred and fifty furlongs; but the two lesser angels were only ninety furlongs a-piece; so that the circumference of the whole was fonr hundred and fourscore furlongs. And the founder was not herein deceived, for none ever after built the like, either as to the largeness of its circumference, or the stateliness of its walls. For the wall was an hundred feet in height, and so broad as three cha​riots might be driven together upon it a-breast: there were fifteen hundred turrets upon the walls, each of them two hundred feet high. He appointed the city to be inhabited chiefly by the richesff Assy-
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rians, and gave liberty to people of any other nation, (lo as many as would), to dwell there, and allowed to the citizens a large terri​tory next adjoining to them, aud called the city after his own name Ninus, or Nineveh.
When he had finished his work here, he marched with an army against the Bactrians, where he married Semi ram is; who being to famous above any of her sex, (as in history it is related), we cannot but say something of her here in this place, being one advanced from so low a fortune, to such a state and degree of honour and worldly glory.
There is a city in Syria, called Ascalon, near which is a deep lake abounding with fish, where not far off stands a temple dedicated to a famous goddess called by the Syrians Derceto*. She represents ft woman in her face, and a fish in all other parts of her body, upon the account following, as the most judicious among the inhabitants report; for they say, that Venus, being angry at this goddess, caused her to fall into a vehement pang of love with a beautiful young man, who was among others sacrificing to her, and was got with child by him, and brought to bed of a daughter; and being ashamed afterwards of what she had done, she killed the young man, and ex​posed the child among rocks in the desert, and, through sorrow and shame cast herself into the lake, and was afterwards transformed into a fish; whence it came to pass, that at this very day the Syrians eat no fish, but adore them as gods. They say that the infant that was exposed, was both preserved and nourished by a most wonderful providence, by the means of a great flock of pigeons that nestled near to the place where the child lay: for with their wings they cherished it, and kept it warm; and observing where the herdsmen and other shepherds left their milk in the neighbouring cottages, took it up in their bills, and as so many nurses thrust their beaks between the infant's lips, and so instilled the milk: and when the child was a year old, and stood in need of stronger nourishment, the pigeons fed it with pieces of cheese which they picked out from the rest: when the shepherds returned, and found their cheeses picked round, they wondered, (at first), at the thing; but observing afterwards, how it came to pass, they not only found out the cause, but likewise a very beautiful child, which they forthwith carried away to their cottages, and made a present of it to tlje king's super​intendent of his flocks and herds, (whose name was Simma), who, (having no children of his own), carefully bred up the young lady as if she had been his own daughter, and called her Semiramis, a denomination in the Syrian language derived from pigeons, which • ThU wu th« PkUiiUBe'* Digoo.— Otid. Met. life. 4.
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the Syrians ever after adored for goddesses.   And these are the stories told of Semiramis.
Being now grown up, and exceeding all others of her sex for the charms of her beauty, one of the king's great officers called Menon, was sent to take an account of the king's herds and flocks: this man was lord president of the king's council, and chief governor of Syria, and lodging upon thb occasion at Simma's house, at the sight of Semiramis, fell in love with her, and with much entreaty obtained her from Sim ma, and carried her away with him to Nineveh, where he married her, and had by her two sons, Hypates and Hydaspesi and being a woman of admirable parts as well as beauty, her has* band was altogether at her devotion, and never would do any thing without her advice, which was ever successful.
About this time Ninus having finished his city, (called after his own name), prepared for his expedition against the Bactrians; and having had experience of the greatness of their forces, the valour of their soldiers, and the difficulties of passing into their country, he raised an army of the choicest men he could pick out from all parts of his dominions; for because he was baffled in his former expedi​tion, he was resolved to invade Bactria with a far stronger army than he did before. Bringing therefore his whole army together at a ge​neral rendezvous, there were numbered, (as Ctesias writes), seven-teen hundred thousand foot, above two hundred and ten thousand horse, and no fewer than ten thousand and six hundred hooked cha​riots. This number at the first view seems to be very incredible; but to such as seriously consider the largeness and populousness of Asia, it cannot be judged impossible. For if any, (not to say any thing of the eight hundred thousand men that Darius had with him in his expedition against the Scythians, and the innumerable army Xerxes brought over with him into Greece), will but take notice of things done lately, even as of yesterday, he will more easily credit what we now say. For in Sicily, Dionysius led only out of that one city of Syracuse, an hundred and twenty thousand foot, and twelve thou​sand horse; and launched out of one port, a navy of four hundred sail, of which some were of three tiers of oars, and others of five: and the Romans, a little before the times of Hannibal, raised in Italy, of their own citizens and confederates, an army little less than a million of fighting men; and yet all Italy is not to be com​pared with one province of Asia for number of men. But this may sufficiently convince them who compute the antient populousness of the countries by the present depopulations of the cities at this day.
Ninus therefore marching with these forces against the Bactrians, fftvided his army into two bodies, because of the straitness and diffi-
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culty of the passages. There are in Bactria many large and popu​lous cities, but one is more especially famous, called Bactria, in which the king's palace, for greatness and magnificence, and the citadel for strength, far excel all the rest.
Oxyartes reigned there at this time, who caused all that were able, to bear arms, and mustered an army of four hundred thousand men. With these he met  the  enemy at   the straits entering into his country, where he suffered Ninus to enter with part of his army. When he saw a competent number entered, he fell upon them in the open plain, and fought them with that resolution, that the Bactrians put the Assyrians to flight, and pursuing them to the next mountains, killed a hundred thousand of their enemies; but after the whole army entered, the Bactrians were overpowered by numbers, an J were bro​ken, and all fled to their several cities, in order to defend every one his own country.    Ninus easily subdued all the rest of the forts and castles; but Bactria itself was so strong and well provided, that he could not force it; which occasioned a long and tedious siege, so thai the husband of Scmiramis, (who was there in the king's camp), being love-sick, impatient of being any longer without his wife, sent for her, who being both discreet aed courageous, and endowed with other noble qualifications, readily embraced the opportunity of shewing to the world her own natural valour and resolution; and that she might with more safety perform so long a journey, she put on such a gar​ment as whereby she could not be discerned whether she were a man or a woman; and so made, that by it she both preserved her beauty from being scorched by the heat in her journey, and likewise was thereby more nimble and ready for any business she pleased to un​dertake, being of herself a youthful and sprightly lady; and this sort of garment was in so high esteem, that the Modes afterwards, when they came to be lords of Asia, wore Semirumis's gowu, and the Per​sians likewise after them.
As soon as she came to Bactria, and observed the manner of the siege, how assaults were made only in open and plain places most likely to be entered, and that none dared to approach the citadel, be​cause of its natural strength and fortification, and that they within took more care to do fend the lower and weaker parts of the walls, titan the castle, where they neglected their guards, she took some with her that were skilful in climbing up the rocks, and with them, with much toil, passed over a deep trench, and possessed herself of part of the castle; whereupon she gave a signal to them that were as* vaulting the wall upon the plain. Then they that were within the city, being suddenly struck with a panic fear at the taking of the castle, in desperation of making any further defence, forsook the walls,
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The city being taken in this manner, the king greatly admired the valour of the woman, and bountifully rewarded her, and was presently to passionately affected at the sight of her beauty, that he used all the arguments imaginable to persuade her husband to bestow his wife upon him, promising him as a reward of his kindness, to give him his daughter Sosana in marriage: but he absolutely refused; upon which the king threatened him, that if he would not consent, he would pluck out his eyes.
Menon hereupon out of fear of the king's threats, and over​powered with the love of his wife, fell into a distracted rage and madness, and forthwith hanged himself. And this was the occasion of the advancement of Semiramis to the regal state and dignity,
Ninus having now possessed himself of all the treasures of Bactria, (where was abundance of gold and silver), and settled his affairs throughout the whole province of Bactria, returned with his army t« his own country.
Afterwards he had a son by Semiramis, called Ninyas, and died, leaving his wife queen regent. She buried her husband Ninus in the royal palace, and raised over him a mount of earth of a wonderful bigness, being nine furlongs in height, and ten in breadth, as Ctesiai says: so that the city standing in a plain near to the river Euphrates, the mount (many furlongs off) looks like a stately citadel. And it is said, that it continues to this day, though Nineveh was destroyed by the Medes when they ruined the Assyrian empire.
Semiramis* was naturally of an high aspiring spirit, ambitious to excel all her predecessors in glorious actions, and therefore employed all her thoughts about the building of a city in the province of Babylon; aud to this end having provided architects, artists, and all other necessaries for the work, she got together two millions of men out of all parts of the empire, to be employed in the building of the city. It was so built as that the river Euphrates ran through the middle of it; and she compassed it round with a wall of three hundred and sixty furlongs in circuit, aud adorned with many stately turrets; and such was the state and grandeur of the work, that the walls were of that breadth, as that six chariots abreast might be driven together upon them. Their height was such as exceeded all men's belief that heard of it, (as Ctcsias the Cnidian relates). But Clitarchus, and those who afterwards went over with Alexander into Asia, have written, that the walls were in circuit three hundred and sixty-Gve furlongs; the queen making them of that compass, to the end that the furlongs should be as many in number as the days of
* Semiramii reigned, Ann. Mund. *006, Ant. CUr. *944.    PeUviut mji, Abraham wis born in the 24th jear of her reign, lib. 1, c. 2.
Yol, 1. No, 33,
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the year: they were of brick cemented with brimstone; in height, si Ctesias says, fifty orgyas; but as some of the later writers report, but fifty cubits only, and that the breadth was but a little more than what would allow two chariots to be driven io front. There were two hundred and fifty turrets, in height and thickness proportionable to the largeness of the wall. It is not to be wondered at, that there were so few towers upon a wall of so great a circuit, being that in many places round the city, there were deep morasses; so that it wit judged to no purpose to raise turrets there, where they were to naturally fortified: between the wall and the houses, there was a space left around the city of two hundred feet.
That the work might be the more speedily despatched, to each of her friends was allotted a furlong, with an allowance of all expenses necessary for their several parts, and commanded all should be finished in a year's tune; which being diligently perfected with the queen's approbation, she then made a bridge over the narrowest part of * the river, five furlongs in length, laying the supports and pillars of the arches with great art and skill at the bottom of the water, twelve feet distance from each other. That the stones might be the more firmly joined, they were bound together with hooks of iron, and the joints filled up with melted lead. And before the pillars she made and placed defences, with sharp pointed angles, to receive the water before it beat upon the flat sides of the pillars, which caused the course of the water to run round by degrees gently and moderately, as far as to the broad sides of the pillars, so that the sharp points of the angles cut the stream, and gave a check to its violence, and the roundness of them by little and little giving way, abated the force of the current. This bridge was floored with great joists and planks of cedar, cypress, and palm trees, and was thirty feet in breadth, and for art and curiosity, yielded to none of the works of Semiramis. On either side of the river she raised a bank, as broad as the wall, and with great cost drew it out in length an hundred furlongs. She built likewise two palaces at each end of the bridge upon the bank of the river, whence she might have a prospect over the whole city, and make her passage as by keys to the most conve​nient places in it, as she bad occasion. And whereas the Euphrates runs through the middle of Babylon, making its course to the south, the palaces lie the one on the east, and the other on the west side of the river; both built at exceeding costs and expense. For that on the west had an high and stately wall, made of well burnt bricks, sixty furlongs in compass; within this was drawn another of a round circumference, upon which were pourtrayed in the bricks before they were burnt, all sorts of living creatures, as if it were to the life, hud
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with great art in curious colours.   This wall was in circuit forty furlongs, three hundred bricks thick, and in height (as Ctesias says) a hundred yards, upon which were turrets a hundred and forty yards high.   Tlie third and most inward wall, immediately surrounded the pakce, thirty furlongs in compass, and far surmounted the middle wall, both in height and thickness; and on tbb wall and the towers were represented the shapes of all sorts of living creatures, artificially expressed in most lively colours.   Especially was represented a general hunting of all sorts of wild beasts, each four cubits high and upwards; amongst these was to be seen Semiramis on horseback, striking a leopard through with a dart, and next to her, her husband Ninas in close fight with a lion, piercing him with his lance.   To this palace she built likewise three gates, under which were apart​ments of brass for entertainments, into which passages were opened by a certain engine.   This palace far excelled that on the other side of the river, both in greatness and adornments.   For the outermost wall of that (made of well burnt brick) was but thirty furlongs in compass. Instead of the curious portraiture of beasts, there were the brazen statues of Ninus and Semiramis, the great officers, and of Jupiter, whom the Babylonians call Belus; and likewise armies drawn up in battalia, and divers sorts of hunting were there represented, to the great diversion and pleasure of the beholders.   After all these in a low ground in Babylon, she sunk a place for a pond, four-square, every square being three hundred furlongs in length, lined with brick, and cemented with brimstone, and the whole five-and-thirty feet in depth: into this having first turned the river, she then made a passage in form of a vault, from one palace to another, whose arches were built of firm and stroug brick, and plaistered all over on both sides with bitumen, four cubits thick.   The walls of this vault were twenty bricks in thickness, and twelve feet high, beside and above the arches ; and the breadth was fifteen feet.   This piece of work being finished in two hundred and sixty days, the river was turned into its antient channel again, so that the river' flowing over the whole work, Semiramis could ^o from one palace to the other, without passing over the river.    She made likewise two brazen gates at either end of the vault, which continued to die time of the Persian empire.   In the middle of the city, she built a temple to Jupiter, whom the Babylonians call Belus, (as we have before said), of which since writers differ amongst themselves, and the work is now wholly decayed through length of time, there is nothing that can with cer​tainty be related concerning it: yet it is apparent, it was of an exceeding great height, and that by the advantage of it, the Chaldean astrologers exactly observed the setting and rising of the stars.   The whole was
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built of brick, cemented with brimstone, with great art and cost. Upon the top she placed three statues of beaten gold of Jupiter, Juno, and Rhea. That of Jupiter stood upright in the posture as if he were walking; he was forty feet in height, and weighed a thousand Babylonish talents. The statue of Rhea was of the same weight, sitting on a golden throne, having two lions standing on either side, one at her knees; and near to them two exceeding great serpents of silver, weighing thirty talents each. Here likewise the image of Juno stood upright, and weighed eight hundred talents, grasping a serpent by the head in her right hand, and holding a sceptre adorned with precious stones in her left. For all these deities there was placed a common table made of beaten gold, forty feet long, and fifteen broad, weighing five hundred talents; upon which stood two cups, weighing thirty talents, and near to them as many censers, weighing three hundred talents: there were there likewise placed three drinking bowls of gold, one of which, dedicated to Jupiter, weighed twelve hundred Babylonish talents, but the other two six hundred each; but all those the Persian kings sacrilegiously carried away. And length of time has either altogether consumed, or much defaced the palaces and the other structures; so that at this day but a small part of this Babylon is inhabited, and the greatest part which lay within the walls, is turned into tillage and pasture.
There was likewise an hanging garden (as it is called) near the citadel, not built by Semiramis, but by a later prince, called Cyrus," for the sake of a courtesan, who being a Persian (as they say) by birth, and coveting meadows on mountain tops, desired the king by an artificial plantation to imitate the lands in Persia. This garden was four huudred feet square, and the ascent up to it was as to the top of a mountain, and had buildings and apartments out of one into another, like unto a theatre. Under the steps to the ascent, were built arches one above another, rising gently by degrees, which supported the whole plantation. The highest arch upon which the platform of the garden was laid, was fifty cubits high, and the garden itself was surrounded with battlements and bulwarks. The walls were made very strong, built at no small charge and expense, being two-and-twenty feet thick, and every sally-port ten feet wide: over the several stories of this fabric, were laid beams and summers of huge massy stones, each sixteen feet long, and four broad. The roof over all these was first covered with reeds, daubed with abundance of brimstone; then upou them was laid double tiles pargeted togethej witfi a hard and durable mortar, and over them after all, was a covering with sheets of lead, that the wet which drenched through the earth, might not rot the foundation.   Upon all these was laid earth of e
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convenient depth, sufficient for the growth of the greatest trees* When the soil was laid even and smooth, it was planted with all sorts of trees, which both for greatness and beauty, might delight the spectators. The arches (which stood one above another, and by that means darted light sufficient one into another) had in them many stately rooms of all kinds, and for all purposes. But there was one that had in it certain engines, whereby it drew plenty of water out of the river through certain conduits and conveyances from the platform of the garden, and nobody without was the wiser, or knew what was done. This garden (as we said before) was built in later ages.
But Semiramis built likewise other cities upon the banks of the Eophrates and Tigris, where she established marts for the vending of merchandise brought from Media and Paretacenes, and other neigh​bouring countries. For next to the Nile and Ganges, the Euphrates and Tigris are the noblest rivers of all Asia, and have their spring​heads in the mountains of Arabia, and are distant one from anottier fifteen hundred furlongs. They run through Media and Paretacena into Mesopotamia, which from its lying in the middle between these two rivers, has gained from them that name; thence passing through the province of Babylon, they empty themselves into the Red sea. These being very large rivers, and passing through divers countries, greatly enrich the merchants that traffic in those parts; so that the neighbouring places are full of wealthy mart towns, and greatly advanced the glory and majesty of Babylon.
Semiramis likewise caused a great stone to be cut out of the mountaius of Armenia, an hundred and twenty-five feet in length, and five in breadth and thickness; this she conveyed to the river by the help of many yokes of oxen and asses, and there put it on board a ship, and brought it safe by water to Babylon, and set it up in the most remarkable highway as a wonderful spectacle to all beholders. From its shape it is called an obelisk, and is accounted one of ths seven wonders of the world. There are indeed many remarkable and wonderful things to be seen in Babylon; but amongst these, the great quantity of brimstone that there flows out of the ground, is not to be the least admired, which is so much that it not only supplied all their occasions in building such great and mighty works, but the common people profusely gather it, and wheu it is dry, burn it instead of fuel; and though it be drawn out by an innumerable company of people, as from a great fountain, yet it is as plentiful as ever it was before. Near this fountain there is a spring not big, but very fierce and violent, for it casts forth a- sulphurous and gross vapour, which suddenly kills every living creature that comes near to it; for the
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breath being stopped a long time, and all power of respiration taken away by the force of the exhalation, the body presently swells) so, that the parts about the lungs are all in a flame.
Beyond the river there is a morass, about which is a crusty earth; if any unacquainted with the place get into it, at first he floats upon the top, when he comes into the middle he is violently hauled away, and striving to help himself, seems to be held so fast by something or other, that all his labour to get loose is in vain. And first his feet, then his legs and thighs to his loins are benumbed; at length his whole body is stupified, and then down he sinks to the bottom, and presently after is cast up dead to the surface. And thus much for the wonders of Babylon.
When Semiramis had finished all her works, she marched with a great army into Media, and encamped near to a mountain called Bagistan; there she made a garden twelve furlongs in compass: it was in a plain champaign country, and bad a great fountain in it, which watered the whole garden. Mount Bagistan is dedicated to Jupiter, and towards one side of the garden has steep rocks seventeen furlongs from the top to the bottom. She cut out a piece of the lower part of the rock, and caused her own image to be carved upon it, and a hundred of her guard that were lanceteera standing round about her. She wrote likewise in Syriac letters upon the rock-. That Semiramis ascended from the plain to the top of tka mountain by laying the packs and fardels of the beasts thai followed her one upon another,
Marching away from hence, she came to Chaone, a city of Media, where she encamped upon a rising ground, from whence the took notice of an exceeding great and high rock, where she made another very great garden in the middle of the rock, and built upon it stately houses of pleasure, whence she might both have a delightful prospect into the garden, and view the army as they lay encamped below in the plaiu; being much delighted with this place she staid here a considerable time, giving up herself to all kinds of pleasures and delights, for she forbore marrying lest she should then be deposed from the government, and in the mean time she made choice of the handsomest commanders to be her gallants; but after they had kin with her she cut off their heads.
From hence she marched towards Ecbatana, and arrived at the mountain Zarcheum, which being many furlongs in extent, and full of steep precipices and craggy rocks, there was no passing but by long and tedious windings and turnings. To leave therefore behind her an eternal monument of her name, and to make a short cut lor hex passage, she caused the rocks to be hewn down, and the valleys
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to be filled up with earth, and so in a short time, at a vast ex​pense, laid the way open and plain, which to this day is called Semi-ramis's Way.
When she came to Ecbatana, which is situated in a low and even plain, she built there a stately palace, and bestowed more of her care and pains here than she had done at any other place. For the city wanting water (there being no spring near) she plentifully supplied it with good and wholesome water, brought hither with a great deal of toil and expense, after this manner: there is a mountain called Orontes, twelve furlongs distant from the city, exceeding high and steep for the space of five-and-twenty furlongs up to the top; on the other, side of this mount there is a great mere which empties itself into the river. At the foot of this mountain she dug a canal fifteen feet in breadth and forty in depth, through which she conveyed water in great abundance into the city. And these are the things which she did in Media.
Afterwards she made a progress through Persia and all the rest of her dominions in Asia, and all along as she went she plained all the way before her, levelling both rocks and mountains. On the other hand, in champaign countries she would raise eminences, on which she would sometimes build sepulchres for her officers and commanders, and at other times towns and cities. Throughout her whole expedi​tions she always used to raise an ascent, upon which she pitched her own pavilion, that from thence she might have a view of her whole army. Many things which she performed in Asia remain to this day, and are called Semiramis's Works.
Afterwards she passed through all Egypt, and having conquered the greatest part of Libya, she went to the temple of Jupiter Am​nion, and there inquired of the oracle how long she should live; which returned her this answer, That she should leave this world, and afterwards be for ever honoured by some nations in Asia, when Ntnyas her son should be plotting against her,
When she had performed these things, she marched into Ethiopia, and having subdued many places in it, she had an opportunity to see what was there very remarkable and wonderful. For they say, there n a four-square lake, an hundred and sixty feet in circuit, the water of which is in colour like unto vermilion, and of an extraordinary sweet flavour, much like unto old wine; yet of such wonderful operation, mat whosoever drinks of it goes presently mad, and confesses all the faults that ever he had been before guily of; but some will scarce be​lieve this relation.
The Ethiopians have a peculiar way of burying their dead; for, after they have embalmed the body, they pour round about it melted
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glass, and then place it upon a pillar, so that the corpse may be plainly seen through the glass, as Herodotus has reported the thing. But Ctcsias of Cnidus affirms that he tells a winter-tale, and says, that it is true, indeed, that tlie body is embalmed, but tliat glass is not poured upon the naked body, for the bodies thereby would be so scorched and defaced that they could not possibly retain any likeness to the dead: and that therefore they make an hollow statue of gold, and put the body within it, and then pour the melted glass round upon this statue, which they set upon some high place, and so the statue which resembles the dead is seen through the glass, and thus he says they used to bury those of the richer sort; but those of meaner fortunes they put ioto statues of silver; and for the poor they make statues of potter's clay, every one having glass enough, for there is abundance to be got ip Ethiopia, and ready at hand for all the inhabitants. But we shall speak more fully of the customs and laws of the Ethiopians, and the product of the land, and other things worthy of remark, pre* sently, when we come to relate their antiquities and old fables and stories.
Seniimmis having settled her affairs in Egypt and Ethiopia, re​turned with her army into Asia to Bactria; and now having a great army, and enjoying a long peace, she had a longing desire to perform some notable exploit by her arms. Hearing, therefore, that the In​dians were the greatest nation in the whole world,and had the largest and richest tract of land of all others, she resolved to make war upon them. Stabrobates was at that time king, who had innumerable forces, and many elephants bravely accoutred and fitted to strike ter​ror into the hearts of his enemies. For India, for the pleasantness of the country, excelled all others, being watered in every place witK many rivers, so that the land yielded every year a double crop; and by that meaus was so rich and so abounded with plenty of all things necessary for the sustenance of man's life, that it supplied the inha​bitants continually with such things as made them excessively rich, insomuch as it was never known that there was ever any famine a-mongst them, the climate being so happy and favourable; nud upon that account, likewise, there is an incredible number of elephants, which for courage and strength of body far excel those in Afrtau Moreover this country abouuds in gold, silver, brass, iron, aud pre-. cious stones of all sorts, both for profit and pleasure. All which be​ing noised abroad, so stirred up the spirit of Scmiramis, that (though bhe had no provocation given her) yet she was resolved upon the war against the Indians. But knowiug that she had need of great forces* she sent despatches to all the provinces, with command to the gover​nors to list the choicest young men they could find, ordering the pro*
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portion of soldiers every province and country should send forth, ac​cording to the largeness of it; and commanded that all should fur​nish themselves with new arms aud armour, and all appear in three years time at a general rendezvous in Bactria, bravely armed and ac​coutred in all points. And having sent for shipwrights out of Phoe​nicia, Syria, Cyprus, and other places bordering upon the sea-coasts* she prepared timber for them fit for the purpose, and ordered them to build vessels that might be taken asunder and conveyed from place to place wherever she pleased. For the river Indus bordering upon that kingdom, being the greatest in those parts, she stood in need of many river-boats to pass it, in order to repress the Indians. But being there was no timber near that river, she was necessitated to convey the boats thither by land from Bactria. She further consi​dered, that she was much inferior to the Indians in elephants, (which were absolutely necessary for her to make use of), she therefore con​trived to have beasts that should resemble them, hoping by this means to strike a terror into the Indians, who believed there were no ele​phants in any place but in India.
To this end she provided three hundred thousand black oxen, and distributed the flesh amongst a company of ordinary mechanics and such fellows as she had to play the coolers for her, and ordered them, by stitching the skins together, and stuffing them with straw, to imi* tate the shape of an elephant, and in every one of them she put a man to govern them, and a camel to carry them, so that at a dis​tance they appeared to all that saw them, as if they were really such beasts.
They that were employed in this work wrought at it night and day in a place which was walled round for the purpose, and guards set at every gate, that none might be admitted either to go in or out, to the end that none might see what they were doing, lest it should be noised abroad, and come to the ears of the Indians.
Having therefore provided shipping and elephants in the space of two/years, in the third she rendeavoused all her forces in Bactria. Her army consisted (as Ctesias says) of three millions of foot, two hundred thousand horse, a hundred thousand chariots, and a hun​dred thousand men mounted upon camels with swords four cubits long. The boats that might be taken asunder were two thousand; which the camels carried by land as they did the mock-elephants, as we have before declared. The soldiers made their horses familiar with these feigned beasts, by bringing them often to them, lest they should he terrified at the sight of them j which Perseus imitated many ages after when he was to fight with the Romans, who had elephants in their army out of Africa.   However, this contrivance proved to ha
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■EssBaHasaessssssss^ss^aassasssssssaBSSSSsssBeaa^eKSiHs of no advantage either to him or her, as will appear in the issue herein a little after related.
When Stabrobates the Indian king heard of these great armies* and the mighty preparations made against him, he did all he could to excel Semiramis in every thing. And first he built of great canes four thousand river- boats: tor abundance of these canes grow in India about the rivers and tens, so thick as a man can scarce fathom: ' and vessels made of these reeds (they say) are exceeding useful, be* cause they will never rot or be worm-eaten.
He was very diligent, likewise, in preparing of arms, and going from place to place throughout all India, and so raised a far greater army than that of Semiramis. To his former number of elephants he added more, which he took by hunting, and furnished them all with every thing that might make them look terrible in the race of their enemies; so that by their multitude, and the completeness of their armour in all points, it seemed above the strength and power of man to bear up against the violent shock of these creatures.
Having therefore made all these preparations, he sent ambassadors to Semiramis (as she was on her march towards him) to complain* and upbraid her for beginning a war without any provocation or »• jury offered her; and by his private letters taxed her with her whoosh course of life, and vowed (calling the gods to witness) that if he con​quered her he would nail her to the cross. When she read the letter, she smiled, and said, the Indian should presently have a trial of her valour by her actions. When she came up with her army to the river Indus, she found the enemy's fleet drawn up in a line of battle; where​upon she forthwith drew up her own, and having manned it with the stoutest soldiers, joined battle, yet so ordering the matter as to have Her land-forces ready upon the shore, to be assisting as there should he occasion. After a long and sharp fight, with marks of valour on both sides, Semiramis was at length victorious, and'sunk a thousand of the enemy's vessels, and took a great number of prisoners. Puffed up with this success, she took, in the cities and islands that lay in the river, and carried away, an hundred thousand captives. After tins, the Indian king drew off his army, (as if he fled for fear), bet in troth to decoy his enemies to pass the river.
Semiramis therefore (seeing things fall out according to her wish) laid a broad bridge of boats (at a vast charge) over the river, and thereby passed over all her forces, leaving only threescore thousand to guard the bridge, and with the rest of her army pursued the In* dians. She placed the mock-elephants in the front, that the enemy's scouts might preseutly inform the king what multitudes of elephants she had in her army: and she was not deceived in her hopes} for
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when the spies gave an amount to the Indians what a great multitude of these creatures were advancing towards them, they were all in amaze, inquiring among themselves, whence the Assyrians should be supplied with such a vast number of elephants: but the cheat could nut be long concealed, for some of Semiramis's soldiers being laid by the heels (or their oarelesness upon the guard, (through fear of further punishment), made their escape and fled to the enemy, and undeceived them as to the elephants; upon which the Indian king was mightily encouraged, and caused notice of the delusion to be spread through the whole army, and then forthwith marched with all his force against the Assyrians; Semiramis,on the other hand, doing the like* When they approached near one to another, Stabrobates the Indian king placed bis horse and chariots in the van-guard, at a good distance before the main body of his army. The queen having placed her mock-elephants at the like distance from her main body, valiantly received her enemy's charge; but the Indian horse were moat strangely terrified; for in regard the phantasms at a distance seemed1 to be real elephants, the horses of the Indians (being inured jto those creatures) pressed boldly and undauntedly forward; but when they came near and saw another sort of beast than usual, and the amell aud every thing else almost being strange and new to them, they broke in with great terror and confusion, one upon ano​ther, to that they cast some of their riders headlong to the ground, and ran away with others (as the lot happened) into the midst of their enemies: whereupon Semiramis, readily making use of her advan​tage, with a body of choice men fell in upon them, and routed them, forcing them back to their main body: aud though Stabrobates was something astonished at this unexpected defeat, yet he brought up his foot against the enemy, with his elephants in the front: he bim-eclf was in the right wing, mounted upon a stately elephant, and made a fierce charge upon the queen herself, who happened then to be op​posite to him in the left. And though the mock-elephants in Semi​ramis's army did the like, yet they stood the violent shock of the other but a little while; for the Indian beasts being l>oth exceeding Strong and stout, easily bore down and destroyed all that opposed them, so that there was a great slaughter; for some they trampled under foot, others they rent in pieces with their teeth, and tossed up others with their trunks into the air. The ground therefore being covered with heaps of dead carcases, and uothing but death and de​struction to be seen on every hand, so that all were full of horror and Amazement, none durst keep their order or ranks any longer. Upon which the whole Assyrian army fled outright, and the ludian king en​countered with Semiramis, and first wounded her with an arrow in
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a-ss^-esaesasssaaeseasssaBaeassssasssaas^^ tne arm, and afterwards with a dart (in wheeling about) in the shoul​der; whereupon the queen (her wounds not being mortal) fled, and by the swiftness of her horse (which far exceeded the other that pur​sued her) she got off. But all making one way to the bridge of boats, and such a vast multitude of men thronging together in one strait and narrow passage, the queen's soldiers miserably perished By treading down one another under foot, and (which was strange and unusual) horse and foot lay tumbling promiscuously one over another. When they came at length to the bridge, and the Indians at their heels, the consternation was so great, that many on both sides the bridge were tumbled over into the river. But when the greatest part of those that remained had got over, Semiramis caused the cords and tenons of the bridge to be cut, wliich done, the boats (which were before joined together, and upon which was a great number of In​dians not in the pursuit) being now divided into many parts, and car​ried here and there by the force of the current, multitudes of the In​dians were drowned, and Semiramis was now safe and secure, hav​ing such a barrier as the river betwixt her and her enemies* Where​upon the Indian king, being forewarned by prodigies from heaven, and the opinions of the soothsayers, forbore all further pursuit. And Semiramis, making exchange of prisoners in Bactria, returned with scarce a third part of her army.
A little time after, Semiramis being assaulted by an eunuch through the treacherous contrivance of her son, remembered the former an​swer given her by the oracle at the temple of Amnion, and therefore passed the business over without punishing of him who was chiefly concerned in the plot: but surrendering the crown to him, commanded all to obey him as their lawful king, and forthwith disappeared, as if she had been translated to the gods, according to the words of the oracle. There are some which fabulously say she was metamorphosed into a pigeon, and that she flew away with a flock of those bird* that lighted upon her palace: and hence it is that the Assyrians adore a dove, believing that Semiramis was enthroned amongst the gods. And this was the end of Semiramis, queen of all Asia, except India, after she had lived sixty-two years, and reigned forty-two. And these are the tilings which Ctesias the Cnidian reports of her in his history.
Athenseus, and some other writers, affirm, that she was a most beautiful strumpet, and upon that account the king of Assyria fell ia love with her, and at first was taken into his favour; and at length becoming his lawful wife, she prevailed with her husband to grant her the sole and absolute authority of the regal government for the space of five days.   Taking therefore upon her the sceptre and royal
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mantle of the kingdom, the first day she made a sumptuous banquet, and magnificent entertainments, to which she invited the generals of the army, and all the nobility, m order to be observant to all her com-raandi. The next day, having both great and small at her back, she committed her husband to the goal: and in regard she was of a bold and daring spirit, apt and ready to undertake any great matters, she easily gained the kingdom, which she held to the time of her old age, and became famous for her many great and wonderful acts: aud these are the things which historians variously relate concerning her*
CHAP. II.
Abtyas succeed* Semiramis. His dose and slothful maimer of life, 7%e reign of Sardanapalus. Ms luxury and effeminacy* IBs epitaph. Deposed by Arbaces the Mede; and the Assyrian empire overturned*   Nineveh razed.
AFTER her death, Ninyas, the son of Ninus and Semiramis, succeeded, and reigned peaceably, nothing at all like his mother sot valour and martial affairs. For he spent all his time shut up m hit palace, insomuch as he was never seen of any but of his concubines and eunuchs; for being given up wholly to his pleasures, he shook off all canes, and every thing that might be irksome and troublesome, placing all the happiness of a king in a sordid indulgence of all sorts of voluptuousness. But that he might reign the more securely, and be feared of all his subjects, every year he raised out of every province a certain number of soldiers, under their several geuerals; and having Iwought them into the city, over every country appointed such go* rernors as he could most confide in, and were most at his devotion* At the end of the year he raised many as more out of the provinces, and sent the former home, taking first of them an oath of fidelity. And this he did, that his subjects, observing how he always had a great army ready iu the field, those of them that were inclined to be refractory or rebel (out of fear of punishment) might continue firm in their due obedience. And a further reason likewise for this yearly change was, that the officers and soldiers might be from time to time disbanded before they could have time to be well acquainted one with another. For length of time in martial employments so improves the skill, and advances the courage and resolution of the coinmaudcrs,
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that many times they conspire against their princes, and wholly (j»U off from their allegiance.
His living thus close and unseen, was a covert to the voluptuous course of his life, and in the mean time (as if lie bad been a#vd) none durst in the least mutter any thing against him, And in Ibis manner (creating commanders of his army, constituting of governor* in the provinces, appointing the chamberlains and officers of hi* household, placing of judges in their several countries, and ordering and disposing of all other matters as he thought fit most for his own advantage) he spent his days in Nineveh*
After the same manner almost lived all the rest of the kings for the space of thirty generations, in a continued line of succession from rather to son, to the very reign of Sardanapalus*; in whose time the empire of the Assyrians devolved upon the Medes, after it had continued above thirteen hundred and sixty years, as Ctesiaa the Cnidian says in his second book. But it is needless to recite their names, or how long each of them reigned, in regard none of them did any thing worth remembering, save only that it may deserve an account bow the Assyrians assisted the Trojans, by sending them some forces under the command of Memnon the son of Tithon.
For when Teutamus reigned in Asia, who was the twentieth front Ninyas the son of Semiramis, it is said the Grecians, under their general Agamemnon, made war upon the Trojans, at which time the Assyrians had been lords of Asia above a thousand years. For Priam the king of Troy, (being a prince uuder the Assyrian empire, when war was made upon him), sent ambassadors to crave aid of Teutamus, who sent him ten thousand Ethiopians, and as many out of the province of Susiana, with two hundred chariots, under the conduct of Memnon the son of Tithon. For this Tithon at that time was governor of Persia, and in special favour with the king above all the rest of the princes: and Memnon was in the flower of bis age, strong and courageous, and bad built a palace in the citadel of Susa, which retained the name of Memnonia to the time of the Persian empire. He paved also there a common highway, which is called Memnon's way to this day. But the Ethiopians of Egypt question this, and say, that Memnon was their countryman, and shew
* Sardanapalos.—-The Assyrian empire, down to Sardanapalos, continued 1360 yean. This is Juitiu's account, and agrees beat with the holy scriptures: ao Velleius Patercolua agrees; and the reign of Bel us or Niosrod, Sfty-ire years. The beginning of his reign falli in Aun. Man. 1718. And Sardanapalus's fall was in Ann. Man. 3078, in the 19th of Jehu, 543 years before tU taking of Babylon by Alexander the Great, Ast. Chi, 87*. Vid. Uelvicns's Chron.
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several antient palaces which (they say) retain hfe name at this day, -being called Memnon's palaces.
Notwithstanding, however it be as to this matter, yet it has been generally end constantly held for a certain truth, that Memnon led to IVoy twenty thousand foot, and two hundred chariots, and signa​lled his valour whh great honour and reputation, with the death and destruction of many of the Greeks, till at length he was slain by aa ambuscade laid for him by the Thessalians. But the Ethiopians recovered his body, and burnt h, and brought back his bones to Tltnoo. And these things the barbarians say are recorded of Memnon in the histories of their kings.
Saidanapalus, the thirtieth from Ninus, and the last king of the Assyrians, exceeded all his predecessors in sloth and luxury; for besides that he was seen of none out of his family, he led a most effeminate life: for, wallowing in pleasure and wanton dalliances, he clothed himself in women's attire, and spun fine wool and purple amongst the throngs of bis whores and concubines. He painted likewise his face, and decked his whole body with other allurements like a strumpet, and was more lascivious than the most wanton courtesan. He imitated, likewise, a woman's voice, and not only daily inured himself to such meat and drink as might incite and stir up his lascivious lusts, but gratified them by filthy Catamites, as well , as whores and strumpets, and without any sense of modesty, abusing both sexes, slighted shame, the concomitant of filthy and impure actions, and proceeded to such a degree of voluptuousness and sordid vneleanness, that he composed verses for his epitaph, with a com​mand to his successors to have them inscribed upon his tomb after his death, which were thus translated' by a Grecian, out of the barbarian language—
Hae babeo qum edi* quaque exsaturate libido. Hansit, at ilia jacent molta ac praclara relicta.
What one* I gorg'd I now enjoy, And wanton luta me still employ. All other things by mortals prii'd, Are left as dirt by me despis'd.
Being thus corrupt in his morals, he not only came to a miserable-end himself, but utterly overturned the Assyrian monarchy, which had continued longer than any we read of.
For Arbaces a Mede, a valiant and prudent man, and general of the forces which were sent every year out of Media to Nineveh, was stirred up by the governor of Babylon (his fellow soldier, and with
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whom be bad contracted an intimate familiarity) to overthrow the Assyrian empire. This captain's name was Belesis, a most fambaa Babylonian priest, one of those called Chaldeans, expert in astrology and divination; of great reputation upon the account of foretelling future events, which happened accordingly. Amongst others, ha told, his friend, the Median general, that he should depose Sarrinna palos, and be lord of all his dominions. Arbaces hereupon hearkening to what he said, promised him, that if he succeeded in his attempt, Belesis should be chief governor of the province of Babylon. Being therefore fully persuaded of the truth of what was foretold, as if he had received it from an oracle, he entered into an association with the governors of the rest of the provinces, and by feasting and caressing of them, gained all their hearts and affections. He made ft likewise his great business to get a sight of the king, that he might observe the course and manner of his life; to this end he bestowed a cup of gold upon an eunuch, by whom being introduced into the Icing's presence, he perfectly came to understand his lascivfousuese and effeminate course of life. Upon sight of him, he contemned and despised him as a vile and worthless wretch, and thereupon was much more earnest to accomplish what the Chaldean bad before declared to him. At length he conspired with Belesis so for, as that he himself persuaded the Medes and Persians to a defection, and the other brought the Babylonians into the confederacy. He imparted likewise his design to the king of Arabia, who was at this time ha special friend.
And now the year's attendance of the army being at an end, new troops succeeded, and came into their place, and the former were sent every one here and there, into their several countries. Hereupon Arbaces prevailed with the Medes to invade the Assyrian empire, Wid drew in the Persian in hopes of liberty, to join in the confederacy* Belesis in like manner persuaded the Babylonians to stand up for their liberties. He sent messengers also into Arabia, and gained that prince (who was both bis friend, and had been his guest) for a confederate.
When, therefore, the yearly course was run out, all these (with a great number of forces) flocked together to Nineveh, in shew to serve their turn, according to custom, but in truth to overturn the Assyrian empire. The whole number of soldiers now got together out of those four provinces, amounted to four hundred thousand men. All these (being now in one camp) called a council of war, in order to consult what was to be done.
Sardanapalus being informed of the revolt, led forth the forces of
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the rest of the provinces against them; whereupon a battle being fought, the rebels were totally routed, and with a great slaughter were forced to the mountains seventy furlongs from Nineveh.
Being drawn up a second time in battalia, to try their fortune in the field, and now faced by the enemy, Sardanapalus caused a proclama​tion to be made by the heralds, that whosoever killed Arbaces the Mede, should receive as a reward, two hundred talents of gold, and double the sum to him (together with the government of Media) who should take him alive. The like sum he promised to such as should kill Belesis, or take him alive. But none being wrought upon by these promises, he fought them again, and destroyed many of the rebels, and forced the rest to fly to their camp upon the hills. Arbaces being disheartened with these misfortunes, called a council of war, to consider what was fit further to be done: the greater part were for returning into their own countries, and possess themselves of the strongest places, in order to fit and furnish themselves with all things further necessary for the war. But when Belesis the Babylonian assured them that the gods promised, that after many toils and labours they should have good success, and all should end well, and had used several other arguments, (such as he thought best), he prevailed with them to resolve to run through all the hazards of the war.
Another battle therefore was fought, wherein the king gained a third victory, and pursued-the revolters as far as to the mountains of Babylon. In this fight Arbaces himself was wounded, though he fought stoutly, and slew many of the Assyrians with his own hand.
After so many defeats and misfortunes, one upon the neck of another, the conspirators altogether despaired of victory, ai.d therefore the commanders resolved every one to return to their own country. But Belesis, who lay all that night star-gazing in the open field, prognosticated to them the next day, that if they would but continue .together five days, unexpected help would come, and they would see a mighty change, and that affairs would have a contrary aspect to what they then had; for he affirmed, that through his knowledge in astrology, he unde^tood that the gods portended so much by the stars; therefore he entreated them to stay so many days, and make trial of his art, and wait so long to have an experiment of the goodness of the gods.
All being thus brought back, and waiting till the time appointed,
news on a sudden was brought that mighty forces were at hand, sent
to the king out of Bactria.    Hereupon Arbaces resolved with the
stoutest and swiftest soldiers of the army, forthwith to make out
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against the captains that were advancing, and either by fair words to persuade them to a defection, or by blows to force them to join with them in their design. But liberty being sweet to every one of them, first the captains and commanders were easily wrought upon, and presently after the whole army joined, and made up one entire camp together. It happened at that time, that the king of Assyria not knowing any thing of the revolt of the Bactrians, and puffed up by his former successes, was indulging his sloth and idleness, and preparing beasts for sacrifice, plenty of wine, and other things ne​cessary in order to feast and entertain his soldiers.

While his whole army was now feasting and revelling, Arbaces (receiving intelligence by some deserters of the security and intem​perance of the enemy) fell in upon them suddenly in the night; and being in due order and discipline, and setting upon such as were in confusion, he being before prepared, and the other altogether unprovided, they easily broke into their camp, and made a great slaughter of some, forcing the rest into the city.

Hereupon Sardanapalus committed the charge of the whole army to Salemenus, his wife's brother, and took upon himself the defence of the city. But the rebels twice defeated the king's forces, once in the open field, and the second time before the walls of the city; in which last engagement Salemenus was killed, and almost all his army lost, some being cut off in the pursuit, and the rest (save a very few, being intercepted, and prevented from entering into the city, were driven headlong into the river Euphrates; and the number of the slain was so great, that the river was dyed with blood, and retained that colour for a great distance, and a long course together.

The king being afterwards besieged, many of the nations (through desire of liberty) revolted to the confederates; so that Sardanapalus, now perceiving that the kingdom was like to be lost, sent away his tiirce sons and two daughters, with a great deal of treasure, into Paphlagonia, to Cotta, the governor there, his most entire friend; and sent posts into all the provinces of the kingdom, in order to raise' soldiers, and make all other preparations necessary to endure a siege. And he was the more encouraged to this, for that he was acquainted with an antient prophecy, That Nineveh could never be taken by force, till the river became the city's enemy; which the more encouraged him to hold out, because he conceived that was never likely to be; therefore he resolved to endure the siege till the aids which he expected out of the provinces came up to him.

The enemy on the other hand, grown more courageous by their successes, eagerly urged on the siege, but made little, impression on the besieged, by reason of the strength of the walls; for ballistes to
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cast stones, testudos to cast up mounts, and battering rams, were not known in those ages.   And besides (to say truth) the king had been very careful (as to what concerned the defence of the place) plentifully to furnish the inhabitants with every thing necessary. The siege continued two years, during which time nothing was done to any purpose, save that the walls were sometimes assaulted, and the besieged penned up in the city.  The third year it happened that the Euphrates, overflowing with continual rains, came up into a part of the city, and tore down the wall twenty furlongs in length.   The king hereupon conceiving that the oracle was accomplished, in that the river was an apparent enemy to the city, utterly despaired; and therefore, that he might not fall into the hands of his enemies, he caused a huge pile of wood to be made in his palace court, and heaped together upon it all his gold, silver, and royal apparel, and enclosing his eunuchs and coucubines in an apartment within the pile, caused it to ,be set on fire, and burnt himself and them together; which when the revolters came to understand, they entered through the breach of the walls, and took the city, and clothed Arbaces with a royal robe, and committed to him the sole authority, proclaiming him king.   When he had rewarded his followers, every one according to his merit, and appointed governors over the several provinces, Belesis the Babylonian, who had foretold his advancement to the throne, put him in mind of his services, and demanded the govern​ment of Babylon, which he had before promised him.   He told him likewise of a vow that he himself had made to Belus, in the heat of the war, that when Sardanapalus was conquered, and the palace con​sumed, he would carry the ashes to Babylon, and there raise a mount near to his temple, which should be an eternal monument to all that sailed through the Euphrates, in memory of him that overturned the Assyrian empire.    But that which in truth induced him to make this request was, that he had been informed of the gold and silver by an eunuch (that was a deserter) whom he had hid and concealed: Ar​baces, therefore, being ignorant of the contrivance (because all the rest besides this eunuch were consumed by the king) granted to him liberty both to carry away the ashes, and likewise the absolute go* vernment of Babylon without paying any tribute.   Whereupon Be​lesis forthwith prepared shipping, and together with the ashes carried away most of the gold and silver to Babylon,   But when the king came plainly to understand the cheat, he committed the examination and decision of this theft to the other captains who were his assist​ants in the deposing of Sardanapalus.    Belesis upon his trial con​fessed the fact, and thereupon they condemned him to lose his head*
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But the king being a man of a noble and generous spirit, and wil​ling to adorn the beginning of his reign with marks of his grace and mercy, not only pardoned him, but freely gave him all the gold and silver which had been carried away; neither did he deprive him of the government of Babylon, which at the first he conferred upon him, saying, That his former good services overbalanced the in-juries aftenvards. This gracious disposition of the king being noised abroad, he thereby not only gained the hearts of his people, but was highly honoured, and his name famous among all the provinces, and all judged him worthy of the kingdom who was so compassionate and gracious to offenders.
The like clemency he shewed to the inhabitants of Nineveh; for though he dispersed them into several country villages, yet he re​stored to every oue of them their estates, but razed the city to the ground.
The rest of the silver and gold that could be found in the pile (of which there were many talents) he conveyed to Ecbatana, the seat royal of Media.
And thus was the Assyrian empire overturned by the Medes*, after it had continued thirty generations!; from Ninus, above fourteen hundred years.
CHAP. III.
Of the antient Chaldeans, and their philosophy. The planets, and their course. The empire of the Medes, and their kings, A description, of India: the antient manners and customs of the people. Tfieir laws, and tribes. A description of Scythia. Of the Amazons,    Of the Hyperboreans,
HERE it will not be amiss to say something of the Chaldeans (as the Babylonians call them) and of their antiquity, that nothing worth remark may be omitted.
They being the most antient Babylonians, hold the same station and dignity in the commonwealth as the Egyptian priests do in Egypt;
* Aoo. Mund. 3080.   Before Christ 868. t Herodotus says, lib. i. c. 95, but 520 years from Ninus, which Usher follows; aft that Ninus falls in with the times of Deborah, as is before observed, against the stream. of almost all chronologcrs.
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for, being deputed to divine offices, they spend all their time in the study of philosophy, and are especially famous for the art of astrology. They are mightily given to divination, and foretel future events, and employ themselves either by purifications, sacrifices, or other en​chantments to avert evils, or procure good fortune and success. They are skilful, likewise, in the art of divination by the flying of birds, and interpreting of dreams and prodigies; and are reputed as tru* oracles (in declaring what will come to pass) by their exact and dili- , •' gent viewing the entrails of the sacrifices. But they attain not t& this knowledge in the same manner as the Grecians do: for the Chaldeans learn it by tradition from their ancestors, the son from the father, who are all in the mean-time free from all other public offices and attendances; and because their parents are their tutors, they both learn every thing without envy, and rely, with more confidence upon the truth of what is taught them j and being trained up in this learning from their very childhood, they become most famous philo​sophers (that age being most capable of learning wherein they spend much of their time). But the Grecians for the most part come raw to this study, unfitted and unprepared, and are long before they at* tain to the knowledge of this philosophy: and after they have spent * some small time in this study, they are many times called off and forced to leave it, in order to get a livelihood and subsistence. And although some few do industriously apply themselves to philosophy, yet, for the sake of gain, these very men are opiniative, and ever and anon starting new and high points, and never fix in the steps of their ancestors. But the barbarians, keeping constantly close to the same thing, attain to a perfect and distinct knowledge in every par​ticular.
But the Grecians cunningly catching at all opportunities of gain, make new sects and parties, and by their contrary opinions wrangling and quarreling concerning the chiefest points, lead their scholars in​to a maze; and being uncertain and doubtful what to pitch upon for certain truth, their minds are fluctuating and in suspense all the days of their lives, and unable to give a certain assent unto any thing. For if auy man will but examine the most eminent sects of the philo​sophers, he shall find them much differing among themselves, and even opposing one another in the most weighty parts of their philo​sophy. But to return to the Chaldeans/they hold that the world isX eternal, which had neither any certain beginning, nor shall have any end; but all agree, that all things are ordered, and this beautiful fa​bric is supported by a divine providence, and that the motions of the heavens are not performed by chance, and of their own accord, but by a certain and determinate will and appointment of the gods.
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Therefore, from a long observation of the stars, and an exact knowledge of the motions and influences of every one of them, wherein they excel all others> they foretel many things that are to come to pass.
They say that the five stars which some call planets, but which they call Interpreters, are most worthy of consideration, both for their mo​tions and their remarkable influences, especially that which the Gre​cians call Saturn. The brightest of them all, and which often portends many and great events, they call Sol; the other four they name Mars* Venus, Mercury, and Jupiter, with our own country astrologers. They give the name of Interpreters to these stars, because these only, by a peculiar motion, portend things to come; and, instead of in​terpreters, do declare to men beforehand the good will of the gods; whereas the other stars (not being of the number of the planets) have a constant ordinary motion.    Future events (they say) are pointed at sometimes by their rising, and sometimes by their setting*, and at other times by their colour, as may be experienced by those that will diligently observe it; sometimes foreshowing hurricanes, at other times tempestuous rains, and then again exceeding droughts* By these, they say, are often portended the appearance of comets, eclipses of the sun and moon, earthquakes, and all other the various changes and remarkable effects in the air, boding good and bad, not only to nations in general, but to kings and private persons in parti​cular.   Under the course of these planets, they say, are thirty stars, which they call counselling gods, half of whom observe what is done under the earth, and the other half take notice of the actions of men upon the earth, and what is transacted in the heavens.   Once every ten days space (they say) one of the highest order of these stars des​cends to them that are of the lowest, like a messenger sent from them above; and then again another ascends from those below to them above, and that this is their constant natural motion to continue for ever.   The chief of these gods, they say, are twelve in number, to each of which they attribute a month, and one sign of the twelve in the zodiac.
Through these twelve signs the sun, moon, and the other five pla​nets run their course. The sun in a year's time, and the moon in the space of a month.
To every of the planets they assign their own proper courses, where are performed variously in lesser or shorter time according as their several motions are quicker or slower. These stars, they say, have a great influence both as to good and bad, in men's nativities5 and from the consideration of their several natures, may be foreknown what will befal men afterwards.   As they foretold things to come to
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other kings formerly, so they did to Alexander, who conquered Darius, and to his successors Antigonus and Seleucus Nicanor; and Accordingly things fell out as they declared, which we shall relate particularly hereafter, in a more convenient time. They tell likewise private men their fortunes, so certainly, that those who have found the tlung true by experience, have esteemed it a miracle, and above the reach of man to perform. Out of the circle of the zodiac they describe four-and-twenty stars, twelve towards the north pole, and at many to the south.
Those which we see, they assign to the living; and the other, that do not appear, they conceive are constellations for the dead; and they term them judges of all things. The moon, they say, is in the lowest orb; and being therefore next to the earth (because she is so small) she finishes her course in a little time, not through the swift​ness of her motion, but the shortness of her sphere. Iu that which they affirm, that she has but a borrowed light, and that when she is eclipsed, it is caused by the interposition of the shadow of the earth, they agree with the Grecians.
Their rules and notions concerning the eclipses of the sun are but weak and mean, which they dare not positively foretel, nor fix a certain time for them.   They have likewise opinions concerning the earth, peculiar to themselves, affirming it to resemble a boat, and to be hollow; to prove which, and other things relating to the frame of the world, they abound in arguments: but to give a particular account of them, we conceive would be a thing foreign to our history.   But this any man may justly and truly say, that the Chaldeans far exceed all other men in the knowledge of astrology, and have studied it most of any other art or science.   But the number of years during which the Chaldeans say those of their profession have given themselves to the study of this natural philosophy, is incredible; for when Alexander was in Asia, they reckoned up four hundred and seventy thousand years since they first began to observe the motions of the stars.    But lest we should make too long a digression from our intended design, let this which we have said concerning the Chal​deans suffice.
Having now therefore spoken of the Assyrian empire, and its translation to the Medes, we shall return to that part of our history from whence we broke off.
Whereas remarkable authors have differed among themselves about the large empire of the Medes, we conceive we shall not stray from the duty of true and faithful historians, if we compare the diffe​rent relations of writers one with another. Herodotus indeed, who lived in the time of Xerxes, says that the
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Assyrians were conquered by the Medes after they had held the em-pin of Asia for the space of five hundred years: that thence, for many ages after, there was no one king that had the sole and absolute authority of the empire, but that the cities in every place enjoyed their own laws in a democratical government. At length, after the course of many years, he says one Cyaxares, renowned for his justice, was advanced to the throne; and that he was the first that subdued the neighbouring nations to the Medes, and gave beginning to that empire; whose posterity afterwards brought under the bordering countries, and enlarged their dominions, and continued their empire to the time of Astyages, (who was conquered by Cyrus and the Persians), of whom we shall now-only give a touch in short, and shall treat more distinctly and particularly hereafter, when we come to the times more proper for this purpose. For in the second year of the seventeenth Olympiad (as Herodotus says) Cyaxares was elected king by the Medes. But Ctesias the Cnidian, who was later than Hero​dotus, and lived about the time of Cyrus's expedition against hit brother Artaxerxes, (for being then taken prisoner, for his skill in physic, he was taken into the king's favour, and continued with him in great honour and esteem for the space of seventeen, years). Out of the public records (in which the Persians, by force of some law made for that purpose, had in order of time noted and registered the antient affairs and things done in the kingdom) he industriously picked out every thing tliat was remarkable, and methodically com​posed them into an history, and brought them over into Greece.
In this history he declares, that after the overthrow of the Assyrian empire, all Asia was under the power of the Medes, and that Arbaces, who overcame Sardanapalus, (as is before related), was sole monarch: and that after he had reigned eight-and-twenty years, his sou Mandauces succeeded him, who reigned over all Asia fifty years. After him reigned Sesarmus thirty years; then Artius fifty; after whom succeeded Arbianes two-and-twenty years; and then followed Arsseus, who reigned forty years. In his time, it is said, a great war broke out between the Medes and the Cadusians, upon the occasions following. One Parsodcs, a Persian, for his valour, prudence, and other virtues, was a man highly honoured, and dearly beloved of the king, and one of the greatest statesmen in the king's council.
This man, taking some offence at a sentence pronounced against him by the king, fled with three thousand foot and a thousand horse to the Cadusians, where he married the sister of the most potent man amongst them: and not only rebelled himself, but persuaded the whole nation of the Cadusians to a general revolt, and to stand up
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for their liberties; whereupon he was presently (upon the account of his noted valour) made general of the war. And now hearing that mighty forces were preparing against him, he raised no less than two hundred thousand men out of the country of the Cadusians, and pitched his camp upon the borders of the province; and though king Arsseus came against him with eight hundred thousand men, yet Parsodes routed him, and killed above fifty thousand, and drove the rest out of the country. Upon this victory he was so honoured and admired, that the inhabitants forthwith made him their king; after which he vexed and tired out Media, with continual incursions, and wasted and destroyed all places round about him. His name therefore being grown famous, and now waxing old, and drawing near to the end of his days, he enjoined his successor (with the denunciation of most dreadful execrations) uever to make peace with the Medes, and if they did, he wished that both the whole nation of the Cadusians, and his own posterity, might be rooted out and perish together. And for this reason the Cadusians were ever after enemies to the Medes, never subject to their kings, till Cyrus transferred the empire to the Persians.
After the death of Artaeus, Artynes was king of the Medes, and reigned
two-and-twenty years; after him Artibarnas fourteen years, in whose
reign the Parthians revolted and delivered up both their city and coun-
I    try into the hands of the Sacte; whereupon arose a war between the
Sacse and the Medes, which continued many years, and after many bat​
tles fought,and great slaughter on both sides, at length peace was made
I   upon these conditions—That the Parthians should return to their an-
tient subjection, and that both sides should quietly enjoy whatever they
I   did before, and should ever after be friends and confederates.   Za-
I   nara at that time was queen of the Sacse,« woman of a warlike spirit,
I   far exceeding any of her sex among the Sacae for courage and activity
I   in martial affairs.   For this nation is remarkable for brave-spirited
I  women that use to go out to the wars as fellow-soldiers with the men;
I  and they say that this Virago was extraordinarily beautiful, and
[  admirable for courage and council in all her affairs.   For she con​
quered the neighbouring princes who had proudly oppressed the
Saese, and civilized the most part of the country, and built many
cities, and every way improved and enriched her people; and there​
fore the citizens, after her death, in gratitude for the many advantages
they enjoyed by her, and to preserve the memory of her virtues,
built for her a sepulchre far higher than any of the rest.    For they
reared up for her a pyramid triangular, from the foundation three
furlongs broad on every side, spiring up in a sharp point at the top a
furlong in height.   They placed likewise upon her tomb a Colossus
Vol. 1. No. 33.
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in gold representing her, and adored her as a demi-goddess, and performed all other things with more state and grandeur than to any of her predecessors.
After the death of Astibara, king of the Medes, who died old in
Ecbatana, his son Apandas (whom the Grecians call Astyages)
succeeded, who being conquered by Cyrus the Persian, the empire
' devolved upon the Persians.   Of which we shall write distinctly in
its proper place.
Having therefore said enough (as we conceive) of the empire of the Assyrians and Medes, and the differences among writers con​cerning them, we shall pass over to India, and give a particular account of things said to be done there.
India is of a quadrangular form, one side lying towards the east, and the other to the south, environed and washed by the great ocean ; that side on the north is divided by the mountain Hemodus from Scythia, where the Sacse inhabit: the fourth part towards the west, is bounded with the river Indus, the greatest of all others next to the river Nile.
The whole extent of India, from east to west, is eight-and-tvrenty thousand furlongs} and from north to south two and thirty thousand furlongs. The extent of India being thus very large, it seems mosf of any other part of the world to lie under the tropic of Capricorn. And in many remote parts of India, the sun casts no shadow, neither is the north pole seen there in the night, nor any of the constellation called Arcturus in the utmost parts; and for this reason, they say, the shadows bend towards the south.
The mountains of India abound with all sorts of fruit trees, and the fields every where clothed with fruits of the earth, full of pleasant plains, watered with many fivers; so that the country bears two crops in the year. It breeds likewise divers sorts of creatures, both volatile and terrestrial, for strength and largeness remarkable above others. It affords plentiful pastures for multitudes of mighty elephants, in so much as those kind of beasts which are bred there, are far stronger than those in Africa. And therefore many of them being taken in hunting, and inured to martial exercises, are of great use and advantage to them for the obtaining of victories. And such is the plenty there of all sorts of fruits, that the men are taller and bigger than any elsewhere; and the air is so pure, and the water so clear and wholesome, that by the help of these natural advantages, the inhabitants are very quick and ingenious in any art or profession. As the earth is fruitful in the producing plenty of pleasant fruits, so in the bowels of it are to be found all sorts of metals: for it abounds in mines of gold and silver, brass, iron, and tin, and richly afford* all
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other things useful both as to pleasure and profit, and likewise for service in times of war. Besides corn, abundauce of millet grows there, being richly watered by the overflowing of the rivers: there it likewise great store of all sorts of pulse and rice, and that which they call Bosphorus,. aud many other fruits for the sustaining of man's life. To all these may be added many other fruits useful for food, and likewise as many fit for the feeding of cattle, of which it would, be too tedious to write particularly. And for this reason it is said, that there is never any famine in India, or want of victuals; for being that the land there bears two crops every year, once in the winter, about the time of wheat seeding among other nations, and the other about the timeof the summer solstice, when rice, bosphorus, sesamus, and millet are used to be sown; at both these times the Indians reap very plentiful harvests. And if one harvest happens to miss, the other is sure to make amends for it. Besides there are many fruits which grow naturally of themselves, and the marshes afford for men's food, abundance of roots of a most sweet and delicious taste. For all the fields almost of the whole country are watered in summer time with the sweet waters of the overflowing rivers, and with the rains from heaven, which fall constantly at certain times every year, in the summer; and the roots in the marshes (especially of the canes) are perfectly boiled by the heat of the sun. There are laws, likewise, in India, which conduce much to the preventing of famine among them. Amongst other people, by devastations in time of war the land lies untilled; but amongst the Indians, husbandmen (as sacred) are never touched, so that though the armies fight and engage even under their very noses, yet they are never in the least prejudiced. For though the armies on both sides slaughter one another, yet they never hurt the husbandman, as one who is a servant for the common good and advantage of them all; neither do they burn their enemy's country, or cut down their trees or plants.
Moreover, in India are many great navigable rivers which descend into the plains from the mountains in the northern parts, (where they have their spring-heads) and at length all meet together and fall into the river Ganges, which is thirty furlongs in breadth, and takes its course from the north to the south, and so empties itself into the main ocean, passing by in its course the nation of the Gandaridcs lying on the east, where are bred multitudes of most monstrous ele​phants. No foreign king hitherto ever conquered that part of the country, all strangers dreading the number and strength of those creatures. Even Alexander himself, who conquered all Asia besides, left only the Gandarides untouched. For when he came with his whole army as far as to the river Ganges, and had subdued all tht
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Indians behind him, as soon as he understood that the Gandarides had four thousand elephants fitted and completely furnished for war, he wholly desisted the further prosecution of his design against them. Much like to the river Ganges is that called Indus, which runs with a swift course likewise from the north, and falls into the ocean, and divides India from the rest of Asia; and in its course through wide and spacious plains takes in many navigable rivers, amongst which the most famous are Hi pan is, Hydaspes, and Arcesinea. There are many other rivers also which pass through several parts of India which enrich the country with pleasant gardens, and all sorts of fruits.
The philosophers and naturalists of this country give this reason why there are so many rivers, and such plenty of water in India. They say that the adjacent countries, the Scythians, Bactrians, and Artanians, lie higher than India, whence (from good reason) they conclude that the rains flowing down by degrees into the lower coun​tries, so water them that they make many large rivers: but above all the other rivers of India, that they call Silla (which springs from a fountain of the same name) has a peculiar property: for this only of all the others, will not admit any thing thrown into it to swim, butin a wonderful manner swallows up every thing, and forceably draws it to the bottom.
Moreover India being of the largest exteut of all others, by fair, is inhabited by many different nations (of whom noue are foreigners, but all natural inhabitants): and they say that no strangers ever planted amongst them, nor they themselves ever sent forth any colonies into other countries; and they tell stories that antientiy the inhabitants fed only upon herbs and roots that grow in the fields*, and clothed themselves with wild beast's skins, as the Grecians did; and that arts and other things conducing to the well-being of man's life were found out by degrees, necessity pressing upon a creature that was rational and ingenious, and had likewise the further helps and advantages of hands, speech, and quickness of invention to find out ways to relieve himself.
Some of the most learned of the Indians have given an account of the antiquity of their country, of which it is our part here to say something in short.
They say, that in antient time, when men lived scattered and dispersed here and there, Bacchus, with a great army from the west, overran all India, which at that time had no considerable city in it able to make any resistance; and that a plague (through the violent and parching heat) destroying mauy of his soldiers, they say, that prudent general drew his army out of the plains to the tops of the
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mountains, where (by means of the cool blasts of the refreshing air, and drinking of the spring-waters there at hand) they were restored to their former health; and that the place where his army was thus recovered, was called the Thigh; hence the Grecians frame a story of this god to this day, that Bacchus was bred in the Thigh. After​wards (they say) he diligently employed himself in sowing and plant​ing divers fruit-trees, and imparted thelart to the Indians, and found out the use of wine, and other things conducing to the comfort of man's life. He built likewise stately cities, and removed the villages to more commodious situations; and instituted the manner of divine worship, and made laws, and set up courts of justice; and at last, for the many excellent inventions imparted to the Indians, he was esteeemed as a god, and obtained immortal honours. They report that he had a regiment of women in his army, and that in the heat of battle he made use of timbrels and cymbals, the trumpet being not at that time found out: and that after he had reigned over all India for the space of two-and-fifty years, he died of extreme old age, leav​ing the kingdom to his sons, who enjoyed it, and their posterity after them, successively, till many ages after the regal authority was abro​gated, and the cities were governed by a democracy. These are the things related of Bacchus and his posterity by the inhabitants of the mountainous parts of India.
They say, moreover, that Hercules was born amongst them, and, like the Greeks, furnish him with a club and a lion's skin; and for strength and courage that he excelled all other men, and cleared both sea and land of monsters and wild beasts: that of many wives he be​gat many sons, but only one daughter. Amongst these sons, when they were grown up, he divided India into equal parts, and appointed each to be king over their several shares, allotting likewise one part of the kingdom to his daughter, whom he carefully brought up under his own eye. It is said that he built many cities, the most famous of which is called PaKbothra, in which he built a stately palace, and planted it with a great number of inhabitants, and fortified it round with deep trenches, filled with water from the river. And at length after his death he was honoured as a god. His posterity reigned for many ages together, and performed many noble actions; but never made any foreign expeditions, or sent forth any colonies into other parts; and though that after the course of many years most of the cities reduced themselves under the power of a democratical govern​ment, yet there were some of the Indians that flourished under a monarchy, till the very time that Alexander invaded that country.
Although the Indians have laws peculiar to themselves, differing
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from all other people, yet one especially is most remarkable, instituted by their antient philosophers, which is this:
It is an established law
That none amongst them should be a
servant; but that every one being free, all should be honoured with equal respect: for they that know that they are neither to be superior nor inferior to any, are ready to undergo all the shocks of fortune with courage and resolution. For it is a foolish thing to make laws for an equality amongst all, and yet at the same time to order inequality of estates.
All the people of India are divided into seven ranks; the first is philosophers, who are least in number, but chiefest in esteem: for they are free from all public offices; and are neither subject them​selves to any, nor any subject to them. Yet they are made use of by their friends to offer sacrifice for them while they are alive, and ta perform the solemn exequies at their funerals when they are dead, as persons who are greatly beloved of the gods, and skilful in matters relating to the affairs of the dead in the shades below; for which piece of service they are highly honoured, and presented with many rich gifts: especially they much advantage the Indians in general, at such times as being admitted into the public assemblies, at the beginning of every year they foretel droughts, rains, winds, and diseases, and other things convenient and useful for the auditors to be informed of; for so, both king and people being forewarned of things to come, provide against them, and always prepare something or other that may be of advantage to them in such ^ases.
And if any of the philosophers prove afterwards to be mistaken in his prognostication, he undergoes no other punishment, save only that he is evil spoken of, and is to be silent ever after while he lives.
The second rank or tribe is of the husbandmen; these are more in number than any of the rest: these likewise are free from the militia, and all public offices, and spend all their time and care about tilling and improving the lands.
No enemy ever does them any prejudice; but out of a due regard to the common good, forbear to injure them in the least degree; and therefore, the land being never spoiled nor wasted, yields its fruits in great abundance, and furnishes the inhabitants with plenty of victuals and all other provision. The husbandmen live in the fields with their wives and children, and never meddle with the concerns of the cities. They pay the king his tribute out of the fruits of the ground: for all the land of India belongs to the king, and no private man has any land of his own. Besides the tribute, the fourth part of the fruits are paid to the king.
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The third tribe comprehended the herdsmen and shepherds, arid all sorts of feeders of cattle; and these neither lived in the cities nor villages, but in tents, and by hunting cleared the land both of wild beasts and hurtful birds; and by this exercise all India was freed from ravenous creatures which abounded in the country, both birds and wild beasts of all sorts, that eat up and devoured the seed and fruits of the husbandman.
The fourth class and order of men amongst them was made up. of the mechanics, some of whom were employed in making of arms, and others of tools for tillage and husbandry, and other serviceable utensils. This order is not only free from all taxes and impo​sitions, but is allowed a yearly proportion of corn out of the king's granaries.
The fifth is the militia (the second for number) who in times of peace live idle lives, and give themselves up wholly to their pleasures. All the soldiers, with the war-horses and elephants, are kept and maintained out of the king's treasury.
The sixth tribe are the ephori, who are the inquisitors, and have a diligent and observant eye upon every thing that is done throughout all India, and upon any discovery inform the king of what they know; and when there is no king, the princes and principal ministers of state.
In the seventh rank are reckoned the senators, such as have place in the great and general councils: these are the fewest in number, but of greatest dignity for their birth, and highest esteem for their wisdom and prudence. Out of these are chosen the king's privy-council, governors of provinces, judges, generals of armies in times of war, and other principal officers.
These are the parts into which almost all India is divided.
It is not lawful for any to marry out of the tribe to which he be​longs, nor to exercise any other trade or calling than that wherein he has been bred up, as for a soldier to employ himself in husbandry, or for an artificer to turn philosopher.
India breeds the largest, most courageous, and strongest elephants of any other place. This creature does not couple with the female in any strange or unusual manner (as some say) but as horses and all other four-footed beasts. They go with young at the least sixteen months, at the most eighteen. They bring forth, for the most part (like mares) but one at a time, which the dam suckles till it be six years old.
Most of the inhabitants live very long; the oldest attain to two hundred years.
In India there are magistrates appointed to take care of strangers,
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to see that no injury be offered them; and if any of them*be sick, these magistrates provide physiciaus, and in all other respects are ▼ery careful of them; and if they die, they bury them; and whatever goods or monies they leave behind, they give it to their kindred.
Their judges are very diligent in deciding suits brought before them; and severely punish offenders. But this short account shall suffice concerning India and its antiquities. And now we shall say something particularly of the Scythians, which border upon the other.
The Scythians antiently enjoyed but a small tract of ground but (through their valour) growing strouger by degrees, they enlarged their dominion far and near, and attained at last to a vast and glorious empire.
At the first a very few of them, and those very despicable for their mean original, seated themselves near to the river Araxes. Afterwards one of their antient kings, who was a warlike prince, and skilful in arms, gained to their country, all the mountainous parts as far as to mount Caucasus, and all the champaign country, to the ocean, and the lake Mseotis, and all the rest of the plain to the river Tanais. Then they tell a story, that a virgin was born among them of the earth, of the shape of a woman from the middle upwards, and of a viper/Iown-wards: and that Jupiter begot of her a son called Scythes; they say, that from this prince (being more eminent than any of his ancestors) the people were called Scythians: there were two brothers that descended from this king, that were remarkable for valour, the one called Palus and the other Napas. These two brothers, after many glorious actions done by them, divided the country between them, and from their own names called one part of the inhabitants Falians, and the other Napians.
Some time afterwards their posterity becoming famous and emi​nent for valour and martial affairs, subdued many territories beyond Tanais.
Then turning their arms the other way, they led their forces as far as to the river Nile, in Egypt, and having subdued many nations lying between, they enlarged the empire of the Scythians as far as to the eastern ocean one way, and to the Caspian sea and the lake of Moods another.
This nation prospered still more and more, and had kings that were very famous; from whom the Sacans, the Massageties, and the Arimaspanis, and many others called by other names derive their origin. Amongst others, there were two remarkable colonies that were drawn out of the conquered nations by those kings; the one they brought out of Assyria, and settled in the couutry lying between
•
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Paphlagonia and Pont us; the other out of Media, which they placed near the river Tanais, which people are called Sauromatians, who many years after, increasing in number and power, wasting the greatest part of Scythia, and rooting out all that they conquered, totally ruinated the whole nation. Afterwards, the royal line\ failing, they say, women remarkable for courage and strength of body, reigned instead of kings. For in these nations, women, like men, are trained up for the wars, being nothing inferior to men for courage.
Henceforward many and great things were done by famous women, not only in Scythia, but in the neighbouring nations. For when Cyrus king of Persia, the most powerful prince in his age, led a mighty army into Scythia, the queen of Scythia routed the Persian army, and taking Cyrus himself in the battle prisoner, afterwards crucified him. And such was the valour of the Amazons, after they had thus strengthened themselves, that they not only overran their neighbours, but conquered a great part both of Europe and Asia. But since now we have begun to speak of the Amazons, we conceive it not impertinent if we here relate cursorily, those things concerning them, which for the strangeness of the matter may seem to resemble romantic fables.
There was heretofore a potent nation seated upon the river Ther-modon, governed always by women, as their queens; in which the women, like men, managed all their martial affairs. Amongst these female princes they say there was one that excelled all the rest for strength and valour, who got together an army of women, and having trained them up in martial discipline, first subdued some of her neighbouring nations; afterwards, by her valour growing more famed and renowned, she led her army against the rest, and fortune favouring her arms, she was so puffed up, that she called herself the daughter of Mars, and ordered the men to spin wool, and do the women's work within doors.
She made laws also, whereby she enjoined the women to go forth to the wars, and the men to be as slaves, and do all. the servile work at home. Therefore, when any male child was born, they broke their thighs and arms, to render them useless and unfit for war; and as to the females, they seared off the right breast, lest it should be a hin-derance to them in fight: and hence they were called Amazons. At length, grown eminent for policy and skill in military affairs, she built a large city called Themiscyra, at the mouth of the river Thermodou, and beautified it with a stately palace. She was very exact iu mar​tial discipline, and keeping good order: she first conquered all the neighbouring nations, as far as to the river Tanais; and having
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performed all these noble exploits, (they say), in a battle she after​wards fought,'(having first signalized her valour), she ended her days like an hero. Upon her death her daughter succeeded her in the kingdom, who, imitating her mother's valour, in some exploits excelled her: for she caused the girls from their very infancy, to be exercised in hunting, and daily trained up in martial discipline. Then she instituted solemn festivals and sacrifices to be offered to Mars and Diana, called Tauropoli. She advanced her arms beyond Tanais, and brought under all the nations as far as to Thrace. Then, returning to her own country with a rich booty, she erected stately temples to tliose deities before mentioned, and gained the hearts of her subjects by her easy and gentle government. Afterwards she undertook an expedition against them that lay on the other side of the river, and added a great part of Asia to her dominion, and extended her arms as far as to Syria.
After her death, the crown descended still to the next of kin, and every one in their time governed with great commendation, and ad​vanced the honour and renown of the kingdom of the Amazons.
Many ages after (the fame and renown of the Amazons being spread abroad all the world over) they say, that Hercules, the son of Jupiter and Alcmena, was enjoined by Eurystbeus to fight Hippolyte* the Amazon queen, and to strip her of her belt. Upon which he made war upon the Amazons, and in a great battle routed them, and took Hippolyte, and her belt together, which so weakened them, that the neighbouring barbarians, knowing their low condition, despised them; and remembering what ruin and destruction they bad formerly made amongst them, so wasted them with continual war, that not so much as the name of Amazons is now to be found any where in the world. For a few years after Herculcs's time, the Trojan war broke forth, at which time Penthesilea, queen of those Amazons that were left, and daughter of Mars, having committed a cruel murder among her own people, for the horridness of the fact fled, and after the death of Hector, brought aid to the Trojans; and though she bravely behaved herself, and killed many of the Greeks, yet at last she was slain by Achilles, and so in heroic actions ended her days. This, they say, was the last queen of the Amazons, a brave-spirited woman, after whom the nation (growing by degrees weaker and weaker) was at length wholly extinct: so that these later ages look upon ail those old stories concerning the valiant acts of the Amazons, to be but mere fictions and fables. Now, since we have thus far spoken of the northern parts of Asia, it is convenient to observe something relating to the antiquity of the Hyperboreans.
Amongst them that have written old stories much like fables.,
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Hecateus and some others say, that there is an island in the ocean over against Gaul, (as big as Sicily) under the arctic pole, where the Hyperboreans inhabit; so called, because they lie beyond the breezes of the north wind. That the soil here is very rich, and very fruitful; and the climate temperate, insomuch as there are two crops in the year.
They say that Latona was born here, and therefore, that they wor​ship Apollo above all other gods; and because they are daily singing songs in praise of this god, and ascribing to him the highest honours, they say that these inhabitants demean themselves, as if they were Apollo's priests, who has there a stately grove and renowned temple, of a round form, beautified with many rich gifts. That there is a city likewise consecrated to this god, whose citizens are most of them harpers, who, playing on the harp, chant sacred hymns to Apollo in the temple, setting forth his glorious acts. The Hyperboreans use their own natural language; but of long and antient time have had a special kindness for the Grecians, and more especially for the Athe​nians and them of Delos. And that some of the Grecians passed over to the Hyperboreans, and left behind them divers presents, in​scribed with Greek characters; and that Abaris formerly travelled thence into Greece, and renewed the antient league of friendship with the Delians.
They say, moreover, that the moon in this island seems as if it were near to the earth, and represents in the face of it excrescences like spots in the earth. And that Apollo once in nineteen years comes into the island; in which space of time the stars perform their courses, and return to the same point; and therefore the Greeks call the revolution of nineteen years the Great Year. At this time of his appearance (they say) that he plays upon the harps, and sings and dances all the night, from the vernal equinox to the rising of the Pleiades, solacing himself with the praises of his own successful ad​ventures. The sovereignty of this city, and the care of the temple (they say) belongs to the Boreades, the posterity of Boreas, who hold the principality by descent in ft direct line from that ancestor.
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CHAP. IV.
A description of Arabia the Desert, Happy, Sfc. Metals, precious stones, beasts, Sfc. A description of Taprobane in the Southern Ocean, now coiled Ceylonx or Zeilan. The strange things there, How discovered by Iambulus.
HAVING now finished these foregoing relations, we shall bend our discourse to the other parts of Asia not yet spoken of, and chiefly to Arabia.
This country is situated between Syria and Egypt, aqd is divided into several nations. On the east, the Arabians called the Nabatheans inhabit a tract partly desert, and in other parts without water, and there is very little of it that bears any fruit; and therefore the inha​bitants live by robbing and stealing; and, for that end roving up and down the countries far and near, they vex the inhabitants with their continual incursions and robberies, it being a very difficult matter to subdue them. For in the dry country they have wells dug in con​venient places, unknown to strangers, whither they fly for refuge, and arc safe: for, knowing where the waters lie hid and private, upon opening of the wells they are largely supplied; but strangers who pursue them (unacquainted with those fountains) either perish for thirst, or, falling into many other disasters, and quite tired out, scarcely ever return home: and therefore these Arabians (being that they are not to be conquered) are never enslaved, nor ever admit any foreign prince over them, but preserve themselves continually in per​fect liberty; and therefore neither the Assyrians antiently, nor the Medes and Persians, nor the very Macedonians themselves, were ever able to conquer them; who, though they often marched with great armies against them, yet they ever failed in their designs.
In the country of the Nabatheans, there is a rock strongly fortified, to which there is an ascent but one way, through which a few only at a time mount up to cast down their fardels. There is likewise a large mere which produces brimstone, from whence they raise no small revenue: it is five hundred furlongs in length, and sixty in breadth: the water, for smell, stinks, and is hitter in taste, so that neither fish, nor any other living thing using the water, can live there. There are, indeed, great rivers whose waters are exceeding sweet, which empty themselves into the lake, and yet it stinks notwith​standing. Every year the brimstone rises up out of the middle of the mere, some pieces two, and others three plethras square in quantity
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The greater pieces the inhabitants call bulls, and the lesser calfs. When the brimstone swims upon the water, it represents at a distance the form of an island. There are apparent signs of casting up of the brimstone twenty days before; for, every where round the lake, for many furlongs distant, a steam arises, with a stinking smell, and all gold, silver, or brass near those places, change their natural colour; but return to their former when all the brimstone is exhaled. And inasmuch as all places near adjoining are corrupted with a fire and stinking stench, it infects men's bodies with diseases, and shortens their days. However, this region abounds with palm-trees, because , it is watered with wholesome rivers and springs. In a valley there​abouts grows that which they call balsam: whence they gain a plentiful revenue, in regard this plant grows in no other parts of the world; which affords likewise excellent medicines for the use of the physician.
"True other Arabia, adjoining to this barren and dry country Arabia, so far excels it, that for its fruitfulness and plenty of all other good things, it is called Arabia the Happy. It plentifully produces ca​lamus and mastick, and other aromatic plants, and breathes out all sorts of fragrant smells from the trees, and abounds with divers kinds of sweet gums, which distil from them. The farthest parts likewise of ' Arabia produce myrrh and frankincense, (so grateful to the gods), which is carried all the world over.
Upon the mountains grow in abundance not only firs and pine-trees, but tall cedars, junipers, and the tree called Agyreus; and many other fruitful plants, which yield not only a pleasant taste, but a most sweet and delicious smell to those that come near them. The very nature of the soil itself is odoriferous and useful for sweet per​fumes; and therefore in some places of Arabia, in digging of the ground, they find sweet-scented veins of stone metal, which furnish the inhabitants with large quarries, who build houses of the stone cut out of these delphs; and when the rain falls upon them, the metal in the stone melts, and runs within the joints of the building, and so binds all together, that the wall seems to be all of one piece. In Arabia are found mines of pure gold, called gold without fire; for it is not extracted out of the little pieces of drossy metal by melting ui the fire, as in other places, but it is pure and refined at the first dig​ging it out of the earth, every piece about the bigness of a chesnut, and of so bright and glorious a colour, that this gold adds an ex​ceeding beauty and lustre to the most precious stones that are set in it.
Arabia is so rich in all sorts of cattle, that many provinces (em​ploying themselves only as herdsmen and shepherds) live fully and
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contentedly without the use of corn. That part joining upon Asia breeds vast multitudes of exceeding great wild beasts; for the lions and leopards here are far more numerous, and larger and stronger than any in Africa; to which may be added those they call the Baby​lonian tigers. It produces, likewise, beasts of a double nature and mixed shape; amongst whom are those that are called Struthocameli, -who have the shape both of a camel and an ostrich. For in the bulk of their bodies they are as big as a camel newly foaled, having upon their heads small hairs and great and black eyes; in shape and colour they are like to camels, having long necks, and very short beaks turning inwards, and sharp at the point; they have wings also of soft and hairy feathers; they are supported with two strong thighs, and are cloven hoofed, so that this creature seems to be both terrestrial and volatile, a land-beast and a bird: but being not able to fly, by reason of the bulk of her body, she runs upon the ground as swift as if she flew in the air; and when she is pursued by horsemen, with her feet she hurls the stones that are under her with that force as if they were sent out of a sling, and many times kills the pursuers with the blows and strokes they receive. When she is near being taken, she thrusts her head under a shrub or some such like cover; not (as some suppose) through folly and blockishness, as if she would not see any pursuers, or be seen of them, but because her head is the ten-derest part of her body, she seeks to secure that part all manner of ways she can j for nature teaches all creatures to seek not only to preserve themselves, but their kind; through a natural instinct and love of life prompting them to perpetuate their species by a constant propa​gation.
Those creatures called Cameleopards partake of both kinds, as is denoted by their name. They are, indeed, less than camels, and lower crested; but in their heads and eyes like unto leopards: in the bunch upon their backs they resemble camels; but in colour, hair, and in the length of their tails, they are in nature leopards.
There are likewise bred tragelaphi and buflels, and many other creatures of a double shape, partaking of several natures; which would require a long discourse to describe every one of them parti​cularly. For it is very reasonable to conceive that by the vivifying heat of the sun in the southern parts of the world, many sorts of wonderful creatures are there bred. And upon this account it is, that there are crocodiles and river-horses in Egypt; and great numbers and divers sorts of elephants, serpents, and other beasts, and (amongst the rest) dragons of an unusual bigness and fierceness in Ethiopia and the deserts of Africa; and for the same reason it is, that there are elephants in India more than elsewhere for their number, and excel-*
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ling all others in strength and the bulk of their bodies. In these parts also are produced, by the influence of the sun, not only several kinds of living creatures, but divers sorts of precious stones, commend​able both for the variety of their colours, and their sparkling lustre and beauty.
.Crystal (they say) is produced of the purest water, congealed and hardened, not by cold, but by the power of the sun; so that it con​tinues for ever, and receives many shapes and colours, according as the spirits are exhaled.
The smaragdine and beryl, (as they are called), which are found in die copper* mines, are said to have their colour from their mixture with sulphur: and that the chrysolite, produced by the heat of the son, receives its tincture from a hot and fiery exhalation. And therefore it is said that those stones called pseudocrists are made of crystal calcined by the goldsmith's fire. By the heat of the suu, likewise, are produced rubies, which differ one from another as there is more or less light enclosed in them in the concretion. And for the same reason the feathers of birds differ in colour, so that some are all over of a purple dye, others only spotted here and tliere. For some things seem red, others yellow, some green, and many of a golden colour, according to their position to the light. To conclude, innu​merable sorts of colours (very difficult to be reckoned up) are occa​sioned by this means; which we see is done by the reflection of the sun's beams upon the rainbow. Whence the naturalists agree, that even the various colours of things above proceed from their di​versity of heat, the lively operation of the sun causing their several forms and shapes; and that the various colours of flowers, and even of the earth itself, proceed from the efficacy of the sun, whose natu​ral operations the arts of men (as nature's scholars) imitate, fram​ing variety of colours iu painting and embroidery: and that, as co​lours are formed by light, so smells of fruits, variety of tastes, great​ness of living creatures, and the natural constitution of every thing, and the several propenies of the earth, are caused by the heat of the sun, which makes both the earth and water fruitful with its cherish​ing heat, and is the parent of every creature; and therefore neither the marble of Paros, nor any other stone, (though ever so admira​ble), are comparable to the stones in Arabia, which exceed all others for lustre, weight, and delicacy. This singular property (as I have said) every thing is clothed with by the power of the suu in this re​gion: for, by its heat it concretes, by exhalation hardens, and by its light beautifies.
Hence it is that birds are of a hot nature, swift of flight, and decked
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most with variety of colours in those regions that are direetly under the scorching heat of the sun.
For in the province of Babylon are bred many peacocks, beautified with various colours; and in the farthest parts of Syria, parrots, por-phyrios, meleagrides, and many strange birds of various natures and colours. The like may be said of other parts of the world, where the climate is the same; as of India, the parts about the Red Sea, of Ethiopia, and some parts of Africa. But the eastern parts being richer and more fruitful, breed larger and more noble creatures.
Those creatures that are bred in other countries have natures agree​able to the goodness of the soil. So as to the trees, the palm-trees of Africa bear but small and indigested fruit: but in Coelosyria the dates, which they call Cariots, excel all others for pleasant juice, sweetness, and largeness. Yet in Arabia, and in the province of Babylon grow far larger than those, in quantity six fingers round, some of a yellow, some scarlet, and others of a purple dye, delightful both to the eye and grateful to the taste. The palm-trees are very tall, straight, and smooth to the top. The branches grow near to the head, but not all in the like manner. For some have their branches growing round them on every side here and there, and be​tween them, the fruit bursting out in clusters through the bark. Others represent a burning lamp, their spiring branches surrounding only one part near the top. Others,' whose boughs clasp on every part round the tree, and guarded on both sides with a double row of tender sprouts, represent something painted or inscribed.
That part of Arabia lying to the south is called Arabia the Happy; the Arabians that inhabit the inner parts live pastoral lives, and in tents. They have great herds of cattle, and are continually in vast and large pastures. That region which lies between them and Arabia the Happy, is desert, without water, as we have before observed. The places towards the west are sandy deserts, so that all that travel there direct their course (as mariners at sea) by the Bear star. The other part of Arabia stretching towards Syria is full of husbandmen and divers sorts of merchants. These, by their traffic and merchan​dize, by importing and exporting, plentifully furnish all other parts round about with what things they want. That part bordering upon the ocean lies about Arabia the Happy, and there (by many rivers falling down together) are made many large ponds and lakes up and down in the country: and because large tracts of ground are watered by the rivers and the rains that fall in the summer time, they have a double harvest. This place breeds troops of elephants and other beasts of vast proportion, and likewise of double shapes and strange
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kinds; and also abundance of tame cattle, especially oxen and sheep, which have very great and thick tails. There are there bred in like manner a sort of camels far beyond all others (both bare and rough) and the bunch upon their backs twice as big as any others, and there* lore they are called dityles. Some of these bring in great profit both by their milk and their flesh. Others, accustomed to burthens, will carry twenty bushels of corn upon their backs; which being of smaller bodies, but swifter than the rest, are used to running, and despatch a vast tract of ground, especially in the dry and desert country.
These beasts are useful in times of war; for in battles they carry two archers sitting back to back, the one to oppose them that at​tack them in the front, and the other to repulse such as fall upon them in the rear.
Although this discourse of Arabia and the things there bred aud produced may perhaps seem to be too tedious, yet the observing reader nay find in it many things worthy to be known.
And now we purpose to say something briefly of a certain island* lying in the southern ocean, and of the wonders there, giving first an exact account by what means it came to be discovered.
There was one Iambulus, from his youth studious and learned. After the death of his father (who was a merchant) he applied him* self likewise to that calling; but as he travelled through Arabia to that part of the country where spices most abounded, he and all his company fell into the hands of thieves.
And first he was made a shepherd, together with another of his fellow-captives. Afterwards he was again taken by Ethiopian skulk​ers, and carried away into the maritime parts of Ethiopia. And they were thus stolen and carried away, that (being strangers) by them they might purge and expiate the land. For the Ethiopian inhabi​tants there had a custom antiently used among them, and appointed by the oracles of the gods twenty generations before, that is, six hundred years, (every generation comprehending thirty years), that the land should be purged by two men that were strangers. They prepared, therefore, a little ship, yet sufficient to endure the storms at sea, and easily to be governed by two men. Upon this ship they put the men ou board, with six month's provision, that (according to the direction of the oracle) they might sail away in a direct course towards the south, in order to arrive at a fortunate island, where they might find people that were gentle and kind, with whom they might live happy lives.    Aud that if they arrived safe at the is-
* Taprobaoe, now Cejlou or Zeilao, in scripture called OpLir, as Bocbart proves.
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land (they told them) their own nation, from whence they came, should enjoy peace and prosperity for six hundred years to cone.
But if they were affrighted with the length of the voyage, and should return again, they told them, that, like impious wretches, and destructive to the nation, they should undergo most severe punish​ments. Then, they say, the Ethiopians kept a festival upon the sea-shore, and, after splendid sacrifices, crowned the pufgators with garlands, and sent them away, and so perfected the purgation of the nation. These two men (they say) being tossed for four month* together, having passed over a vast ocean (after many storms and hardships at sea) at last arrived at the island designed in the fourth month.
The island is of a round form, five thousand furlongs in com​pass. When the men drew near to shore, some of the inhabitants came to meet them, and brought the ship into harbour: whereupon many more flocked in, and thronged about the strangers, wonder​ing how ever they got hither; however, they courteously received them, and entertained them with what their country could afford.
The inhabitants are much unlike to us in these parts of the world, both as to their bodies, and their way of living; but among then-selves, they are for form and shape like one to another, and in sta​ture above four cubits high. They can bend and turn their bones somewhat like unto nerves; and as the nervous parts, after motion ended, return to their former state and position, so do their bones. Their bodies are very tender, but their nerves far stronger than oars, for whatever they grasp in their hands, none are able to wrest out of their fingers. They have not the least hair on any part of their bo​dies, but upon their heads, eye-brows, eye-lids, and chins; all other parts are so smooth, that not the least down appears Any where. They are very comely and well shaped, but the holes of their ears are much wider than our's, and have something like little tongues grow​ing out of them. Their tongues have something in them singular and remarkable, the effect both of nature and art; for they have partly a double tongue, naturally a little divided, but cut further in​wards by art, so that it seems two, as far as to the very root, and therefore there is great variety of speech among them, and they not only imitate man's voice in articulate speaking, but the various chat-terings of birds, and even all sorts of notes as they please; and that which is more wonderful than all is, that they can speak perfectly to • two men at once, both in answering to what is said, and aptly carry​ing on a continued discourse relating to the subject matter in hand; so that, with one part of their tongue they speak to one, and with the other part to the other.
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This island is under a most excellent and moderate climate (lying under the equator) neither 'scorched with heat, nor pinched with cold j there they have ripe fruit all the year long, as the poet says,

Apples and pears always both ripe and green, With grapes and figs may ever there be seen.
The days and nights are there always of an equal length; neither is there any shadow at noon-day, because the sun is directly in the zenith over head. They live divided into tribes, according to their kindred, and into distinct societies; yet so as that there are not above four hundred admitted into any one tribe or society. They live in meadows, where they are plentifully supplied with all things necessary for food, by what the earth produces: for the fertility of the soil, and the temperature of the air is such, that corn (more than enough) grows there of itself. Plenty of calamus likewise is produced there, whose fruit has the appearance of white vetehes. When they have ga​thered it, they steep it in hot water, till it puffs up to the bigness of a pigeon's egg; then bruising it, and rubbing it skilfully in their bands, they knead it into dough, and then bake it and eat it, being exceeding sweet and delicious bread to the taste. There are both hot and cold large baths, as well for the curing as preventing distempers, being exceeding sweet and pleasant. They are learned in alt sorts of sciences, especially in astrology. They use eight-and-twenty par​ticular letters for their alphabet, and seven characters, every one of which are formed four different ways. They live long generally, with-r out ever being sick, to an hundred and fifty years of age.

Those that are lame, or have any other weakness or infirmity of body (according to the severe law of their country) they put to death. They write not cross over the sheet as we do, but begin at the top of the leaf, and go on in one direct line down to the bottom. They have a law that they may live to such a certain number of years, and when those are run up, they despatch themselves by a strange kind of death; for there is an herb of a double nature, that grows among them, upon which, if any one lies down, he silently passes away and dies, without any sense of pain, as if he were in a sweet sleep, They never marry, but make use of women promiscuously, and breed up the children so begotten (as common to them all) with equal care and affection to one as well as to another. The children, while they are tender infants, are often changed by the nurses, that they cannot be known by their mothers; and therefore, by that means, there being uo ambition among them, they live in great concord and amity, without any sedition or turuuhs.   There are beasts among
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them very small, but of an admirable property as to their flesh, and the excellent virtue that is in their blood. Their bodies are round, and something like to a tortoise, divided by too streaks which ran down the back; at each end of every streak they have an eye and a mouth; so that they have four eyes to see with, and four mouths to feed with: but the meat they eat, is conveyed through one throat, and hence into the belly, the common receptacle of all: and so in like manner they have but one gut, nor but one of every other of the inner parts: they have many feet placed round their bodies, and make use of them to go on what side they will. There is a marvel​ous virtue in the blood of this little creature, for it presently in an instant closes all cuts and gaping wounds in every body that has still life in it; and if a hand, or any other member of that kind (that is not vital) be cut off, by the application of this blood (while the wound continues green) it heals up again.
Each society of these inhabitants keep many great birds of a sin​gular nature, by which they try the courage of their children; for they place them upon the bird's backs, and as many of them as sit fast when the birds take their flight, they bring up; but those that faint and are terrified, they throw away, as such as can never endure hardship any long time, nor have any generous spirit in them.
In every tribe or society, the eldest governs the rest as king, and all yield him perfect obedience. If the first put himself to death (ac​cording to the law) after he has lived an hundred and fifty years, the next to him in age succeeds in the chief command and authority.
The sea that surrounds this island is very rough, and causes very great and high tides, but the water is fresh and sweet. The Bear Star, and many others visible with us, are never seen here.
These islands are seven in number, equal in bigness one to ano​ther, and of the same distance one from another, and the same laws and customs are used in all of them: and though these islands af​ford plenty of provision out of the natural growth of the country to all the inhabitants, yet they use them not luxuriously, but are frugal, and gather only so much as will serve their turns. They do indeed cook for themselves flesh-meat, and all other sorts of victuals both roasted and boiled, but as for sauces, and other delicate inventions of that kind by cooks, and the various tastes and savours contrived for curious palates, they are altogether ignorant of them.
For gods they worship especially the whole frame of heaven, be​cause it comprehends all things; and next to that the sun, and then all the celestial bodies. By various ways of fishing and fowling, they catch fish and fowl of all sons.   There are among them a-
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bundance of fruit-trees, and vines, and olive-trees, whence they draw great quantities of oil and wine.

Here are exceeding great serpents, which yet do no harm to any; nay, their flesh is good meat and very sweet. Tbey make their gar​ments of a soft and fine cotton, contained in certain reeds and canes, This cotton they dye with the shell-fishes called Ostreses, made up in balls, and mixed and wrought amongst the wool, and so with great pains make themselves garments of a purple colour.

It produces living creatures of different natures from all others, and even incredible because they are unusual.

Their way of feeding is according to a prescribed rule; for they do not eat all sorts of meats together at one and the same time, nor the same always; but upon some certain days fish, other fowl,some​times the flesh of land-cattle, at other times olives; and on other days, very low and mean diet. They help one another in their call​ings and employments by turns: some employ themselves in fish​ing, others in manufactures, and others in other things useful and profitable to the commonwealth. Some at certain times do exercise public offices, except those who are grown old. Upon their festival days, and times of invocation upon their gods, they celebrate their praises both in acclamations and songs; especially the sun, to whom they devote themselves and their islands.

Their dead they carry to the sea-shore at the fall of the tide, co​vering them with a little sand, that at the time of full sea heaps of sand may be raised higher upon them.

Those canes whence they gather fruit to eat, are the compass of a crown in thickness; they say that towards the full of the moon they increase, and towards the new moon they proportionally de​crease.

The water of their hot springs is sweet and wholesome, and ever continues warm, never growing cold, unless it be mixt with wine or cold water.

After Iambulus with his companion had continued in this island seven years, they were (as wicked and vile fellows) ejected. Hav​ing therefore their ship fitted out, and furnished with provision, they set sail, and after they had continued their voyage for above four months together, they fell at length upon the sandy shallows of In​dia, where lambulus's companion was drowned, and he himself after​wards cast upon a certain village, and forthwith carried away by the inhabitants of the place to the king, then at a city called Polybothia, many days journey from the sea; where he was kindly received by the king, who had a great love for the Grecians, and was very stu-
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diooe in the liberal sciences. At length (having obtained provision from the king) he first sailed into Persia, and thence safely arrived in Greece. This Iambulos committed all these adventures to writ​ing, and gave an account of many things relating to the affairs of India, before unknown to strangers. But having now performed what we promised in the. beginning of this book, we shall here make an end.
